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Greetings fellow book enthusiasts 
and welcome to our latest Friends newsletter.  
 

Earlier this year we sent out a survey inviting friends to give us feedback on the book talks that we 
hold at Fendalton library. This arose because there was some criticism that the talks were only at 
Fendalton which meant that it was difficult for some members to get there, and also that the timing 
wasn’t convenient especially for people in the paid workforce. 
 

While the responses were lower than we had expected, there were mixed opinions about the book 
talks and the venue options. Many people didn’t want to go to Tūranga because of problems with 
parking especially at lunch times. Others said they particularly preferred Fendalton because there 
was always available parking spaces. Interestingly no-one commented on the quality of the book 
talks which was positive and encouraging feedback for us.  
 

Nonetheless, your committee had a good discussion about the talks and availability of speakers and 
concluded that having a series of talks that supported the Libraries’ Signature Programme was a great 
alternative worth exploring.  This would enable us to bring authors from outside Canterbury as well as 
local writers to share their stories and experiences with us and the wider community. 
 

We also decided, based on the survey’s results, that many friends are more enthusiastic about the 
annual book sale than book talks and because the sale is a major fund-raiser for the city’s libraries, 
we should continue to give focus and energy on ensuring its success. That said, we also support the 
additional library requirements when there is an upgrade, refurbishment or new library being built 
for the city by providing the ‘extras’ that aren’t included in the project’s budget.  
 

We always ask the library staff to give us some ideas about what will be the most suitable and what 
will contribute to encouraging people to go to the library. 
 

Our latest contribution to Tūranga will be a mural on Tuakiri (2nd floor) which highlights the Margaret 
Mahy Children’s Reference Collection and her wonderful writings.   
 

Margaret was one of Antarctica New Zealand’s selected artists to go to Antarctica in the 1998/99 
season. The programme was a joint initiative  between Antarctica New Zealand and Creative New 
Zealand and I was fortunate to be ArtNZ’s  Communications Manager that year. Margaret was 
accompanied by painter Margaret Eliot from Wellington.  Margaret wrote the book ‘The Riddle of the 
Frozen Phantom’ on her return which was launched at one of the city’s libraries in 2001.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Book Talks Diary  

Saturday  26 November 2pm                 
Fendalton Library, cnr Clyde and Jeffreys Roads 
 

Sarah Burtscher. Many of us are guilty of throwing out food from the 
fridge that's gone to waste - but when you add it up, Kiwis are wasting 
over 157,000 tonnes of food a year.  While there’s a lot of fruit 
and vegetables being thrown away, bread is the top culprit at just over 
15,000 tonnes a year – that's 29 million loaves wasted. New Zealanders 
throw out about 12,000 tonnes of leftovers every year, too.  In her new 
book Waste Not Want Not, Sarah Burtscher looks at the top 10 foods we 
tend to waste and pairs them with yummy recipes - including Forgotten 
Vegetable Soup and Easter Spiced Whole Orange Cake. Although Sarah 
has run restaurants in Christchurch and Tekapo, she describes herself as a 
'home cook'. “I cook from the pantry, the fruit bowl and the fridge,” she 
told Nine to Noon's Kathryn Ryan.  
 

 
The book talk will be followed by the Friends of Christchurch City Libraries Christmas Function.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 

 

As this photograph demonstrates, Margaret dressed in a penguin 
costume for the event and entertained her young audience with 
some readings from the book. A mural for Tūranga is a wonderful 
way of acknowledging our famous Ōtautahi author. We look 
forward to seeing it in situ when completed. 
 

As the end of the year comes ever closer (apparently there are 
already Christmas decorations in some stores), it’s a good idea to 
think about your holiday reading and to put your name down for the 
books you want to read from your local library. There are some fantastic reads around and I warmly 
recommend Christopher Finlayson’s ‘Yes Minister’ and Andrea Vance’s ‘Blue Blood’ for compelling 
writing about our modern political scene, or ‘Activism, feminism, politics and parliament’ by former 
politician Margaret Wilson. I’m sure there’s plenty more to find and enjoy. 

Vivienne  Allan                          

(Continued from page 1) 

https://www.batemanbooks.co.nz/product/waste-not-want-not/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/collections/recipes/forgotten-vegetable-soup
https://www.rnz.co.nz/collections/recipes/forgotten-vegetable-soup
https://www.rnz.co.nz/collections/recipes/easter-spiced-whole-orange-cake


 

       Friends of Christchurch  Libraries’ Annual Book Sale  
Thursday 16—Saturday 18 March 2023 

 
It’s never too soon to make a note of the dates for next year’s book 
sale. They’re Thursday 16 – Saturday 18 March at Pioneer Stadium. 
As usual, we’ll be looking for volunteers to help set up, display, sell 
and pack up all that cancelled library stock. 
 

Next year will be my 10th as book sale co-ordinator and I have a 
plea. Please, please could we have some younger ‘Friends’ offer to help. Over the years we’ve been 
incredibly grateful for the assistance of a team of very willing and able-bodied members but I’m also 
aware that the none of the retirees who make up the core of these volunteers is getting any younger. 
Each day at the sale is divided into three shifts of about four hours. If you could help with just one or two 
of these, I’d love to hear from you in February next year. Similarly, if you’ve teens in your ‘Family 
membership’ or older grandchildren needing community service hours for an award, encourage them to 
help at the book sale. The late afternoon or three Saturday shifts would suit them nicely. 
 

Remember the profits from the book sale go directly to Christchurch City Libraries, making this a really 
worthwhile fundraiser.  I’ll look forward to your response after next year’s first Friends’ newsletter. 

Barbara Clarke 
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Bilingual Story Cards 

A recent innovation in the libraries is the 
availability of bilingual story cards for 
tamariki. 

Each card in the pack has an image and the 
word in te reo Māori and English.  

What a great way to learn and practise 
your te Reo!  

Players use their cards to create a story together. Play alone or with a group of any size. Work 
together to support players who feel less confident. There’s no winner, and there’s no right or wrong! 

Get your pack today at any library, only $19. 

NB. Don’t Forget. 
Our end of year Christmas function  

is on Saturday  26 November 2pm Fendalton 
Library.  

 

 We hope you can make it as it’s a great way to 
finish off another successful year. 
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What’s on my bookshelf? 
It’s fair to say my bookshelves are in a state of chaos which began when we moved from our home in the 
suburb of Mt Pleasant to a rental close to the St Martins supermarket and now to our new home which is 
a 10 minute walk to the same supermarket. All my books were boxed up in large Mitre 10 cartons, 
unfortunately and such is my approach to packing, none of the boxes were properly labelled. As a result, 
when it came to unpacking them, other than the level of extreme heaviness when I lugged some of them 
from the lockup to the trailer and from the trailer into the garage where they were stashed wherever we 
could find space, I didn’t know whether the books had come from my study or the living room or one of 
the bedrooms. 
 

You will have deduced from this admission that we had a lot of books. I am in love with books and can’t 
bear to get rid of them unless they are ones I reviewed when I was a journalist back in the day and the 
editor would send me whatever he thought I might be interested in reviewing. Some of them were good, 
many of them weren’t my type at all. Now all my books are stacked in piles on the floor in the study or 
piled in disorder on shelves or, and this is the best part, carefully placed in the one new bookcase we 
have had installed in our living room. This is where I have the best books and although nothing is 
catalogued, they are grouped according to height. So novels are side by side with biographies which are 
together with memoirs and historical books. I realized that I have acquired a lot of books about Scottish 
history, mainly because I was researching that subject while my husband and I were living in London and I 
found the bookshops irresistible. 
 

I am a huge fan of cookery books and they are relatively neatly stacked in my 
new pantry because I don’t have anywhere else to put them. Admittedly, they 
are very handy. My two most recent acquisitions are firstly Bevan Smith’s 
‘Modern-Day Classics’ which I bought last week when we had a delightful chat 
at his Riverstone Kitchen. He came to the table with our coffees and cake and 
we got talking about blueberries. We returned to Christchurch and the next 
day I made his totally amazing apple and blackberry shortcake, substituting 
black currants for the berries. It was delicious although huge and if we hadn’t 
had family close by my husband and I would have been eating it for days. The 
other new book is Peter Gordon’s ‘Eating Well Every Day’. He had a wonderful 
restaurant on Marylebone High Street in London where we went to celebrate 
Ed Hillary’s life after his funeral at Windsor. We had obtained tickets to be 
there although not in the chapel, and we decided his life was well worth a few wines and a meal at a 
restaurant owned and managed by a New Zealander. Like Bevan Smith, his recipes are masterpieces of 
cleverness and I can highly recommend his chillied beef and cashew stew with coriander salsa. 
 

Cookery books aside, I am currently reading as many autobiographies or memoirs as I can because I am 
leading a writing group who are writing their stories for their families. It is something I am  
particularly enthused about because I realized when I was writing my mother’s memoir that I hadn’t 
asked her, or my father, the questions I should have asked while they were still living. In her book ‘Maybe 
Esther’, Katja Petrowskaja writes ‘ History begins when there are no more people to ask,  only sources.’ 
How wise and intuitive she was, and I found it to be absolutely true, hence my wish to encourage women 
to write about their lives while they still have family and people who can contribute with their own 
memories.  
 

Of course there are libraries with wonderful resource material and I found Christchurch South library 
particularly helpful when I was searching for a book that contained old European maps. Katja has a 
special place in my new bookcase flanked on either side by Lloyd C Douglas’s ‘Magnificent Obsession’ and 
Edward St Aubyn’s ‘Lost For Words’, proof positive, if anyone needed it, that my books are definitely not 
grouped according to type or genre but to size. 

Vivienne Allan 
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From Library Liaison 

School holidays has seen an increase in families visiting the libraries, attending the various programmes 
offered, and engaging with the collection.  It was delightful to hear the buzz of so many customers, and 
see the footcount and issue figures back where they were prior to lockdown.  Programmes have included 
Dr Spider talking about Charlotte’s Web and the magic of spiders; being part of the Wharaongo Listen up! 
Ōtautahi spring holiday trail; the opportunity to jam with the CSO; and being able to get creative by 
designing your own pop up card, making ghost bunting, and producing spring blossoms.  Two 
programmes where spaces were very quickly filled were being ‘Librarian for a morning’; and ‘My family, 
my story’, sessions to enthuse those budding junior genealogists to investigate old records and archives, 
and discover more about their family tree.  
 

Last month libraries celebrated Tonga Language week, the Festival of Adult Learning, Te Wiki o Te Reo 
Māori, Parenting week, New Zealand Sign Language Week, Chinese Language week, and Tuvalu Language 
Week.  Numerous events and programmes were held throughout the network.   
 

We are now in the midst of the annual Christchurch Heritage Festival 
where many events are held throughout the city.  For what is 
happening in libraries, check out the website at Christchurch 
Heritage Festival | Christchurch City Libraries Ngā Kete Wānanga o 
Ōtautahi 
 

This year’s Photo Hunt celebrates ‘Our stories – milestones and 
moments’.  We invite you to submit your photos either by uploading these directly into the Discovery 
Wall Christchurch Photo Hunt | Christchurch City Libraries Ngā Kete Wānanga o Ōtautahi, or by dropping 
your photos into your nearest library where the librarian will arrange for these to be scanned and then 
sent back to you for collection.  This year, prizes for the overall winner, people category winner, and 
places category winner are from Riverside Market.  So do get those entries in before 31 October.   For 
more information about Photo Hunt, please read Maeve’s blog at Photo Hunt 2022: Happy Holidays! | 
Christchurch City Libraries Ngā Kete Wānanga o Ōtautahi or check out the information on the Library 
website. 
 

In October we also celebrated International Day of Older Persons, and Fijian Language week, before 
moving on to Niue Language week, Diwali, Labour Day, and Halloween later in the month.  
 

The ’In search of Ngaio’ exhibition has been very popular, so if you have not 
been into Tūranga to visit the SouthBase Gallery, then I encourage you to do so. 
And if you are keen to immerse yourself in the colours and flavours of Latin 
America, then we have the ‘De la Milpa a la Mesa exhibition’ running on the 
Ground Floor of Tūranga through to 13 November. 
 

This month has seen the launch of a new service for people who are 
housebound, either temporarily or permanently through a major illness, 
disability, accident, or advancement of years; and have no ready access to 
transport or a person to collect their books from a library.  For more 
information about Tokona te Kaika: Home link please contact our Fingertip 
Library on 941-7923.   
 

So if you are looking to learn something new, brush up on some existing skill, or just want to be 
experience somewhere away from home, then take time to visit the library, or go online and explore the 
wealth of information  and services we offer. 

Elaine Sides 
Library Liaison 

https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/christchurch-heritage-festival/
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/christchurch-heritage-festival/
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/christchurch-heritage-festival/
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/photo-hunt/#Entry
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/blogs/post/photo-hunt-2022-happy-holidays/
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/blogs/post/photo-hunt-2022-happy-holidays/
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Renewing your membership or know someone who’d like to join? 

Visit https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/friends/ 

 

To renew your existing membership: 

1.      Either pay online to account 030855 0392046 00 quoting your 
name and membership type: waged, unwaged or family 

 
2.      Or you can pay by cash at a Friends’ book talk or meeting.  
 
New membership: 
  
1. Either pay online to account 030855 0392046 00 quoting your 

name and membership type: waged, unwaged or family 
and 

 Email to  friendsofchchlibrary@gmail.com the following details: 
 
 Your name: 

 Address :     

 Phone number (s): 

 Email address: 

 
2.  Or you can pay by cash at a Friends’ book talk or meeting.  
  
Membership fees are  
 $10 Unwaged 
 $15 Waged  
 $20 Family -  2 adults & any number of children under the age of 
18 years living at the same address. 

Donations are very much appreciated.  
 

The financial year runs from 1st April to 31 March.  The Treasurer 
appreciates subscriptions being paid as early as possible. Please 
note  that all new and existing subscriptions must be paid by 28 
February each year if you wish to attend the Libraries Book Sale 
Preview. 

 

 Rewards of being a Friend of the 
Christchurch City Libraries 

 

•The good feeling that comes from 
knowing you are helping to 
spread the joy of reading and 
love of learning 

 

•Monthly book talks by local authors 
on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
from February to November. The 
June book talk includes a short 
AGM. 

 

•A regular newsletter with 
information of coming events, 
library services, book notes and 
other interesting  material  

 

•An opportunity to buy at the library 
book sale preview 

Photo Hunt 2022:Happy Holidays 
 
Each year Christchurch City Libraries hosts an annual PHOTO HUNT   
to encourage people to share their photographs and stories of 
Canterbury. It is running throughout October from Saturday 1st to 
Monday 31st. The theme for this year is   

Our Stories: Milestones and Moments.  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to share your photos of your holidays both public and religious and 
celebrations, whatever they may be. For further information and details check out the Library website. 
 

There are prizes to be won so don’t leave it to the last minute! 

mailto:friendsofchchlibrary@gmail.com

