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160 years of Christchurch City Council
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Christchurch was officially founded in 1850 with the arrival of about 800 Canterbury Association settlers from the 
United Kingdom on the first four ships (Charlotte Jane, Randolph, Cressy, Sir George Seymour). 

Christchurch was initially governed by the Canterbury Association until 1852 when the Canterbury Provincial 
Government was established (along with provincial governments in Auckland, Nelson, New Plymouth, Otago and 
Wellington). The provincial governments had responsibility for 
the whole of the region for land surveys, land legislation, 
immigration, public works and harbours, education and 
hospitals – while the local workwas progressively delegated 
to Road Boards, Borough Councils and City Councils. 

The provincial governments was abolished in 1876 
(with the Abolition of Provinces Act 1875 and the 
move to central government) and these records 
are held by Archives New Zealand. 

Original Land Office, 1851 – the first pubic building erected in Christchurch. 
Where the first Christchurch City Council meeting took place and the site of 

the first Municipal Council Chambers built in 1885. Source: CCC Archives CH430/26



160 years of Christchurch City Council
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We became New Zealand's first city, by Royal 
Charter, in 1856 as it was a ‘seat’ for a bishop (the 
Reverend Henry John Chitty Harper was made a 
bishop by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1856).

The Canterbury Provincial Council passed the 
Canterbury Municipal Ordinance in 1859 to permit 
the establishment of local government. The 
ordinance received the assent of the Governor of 
New Zealand in 1861.

Early Armagh Street, looking west towards Riccarton Bush, 1863. 
Source: Christchurch Star (Canterbury Stories, CCL-StarP-01736A)
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The Christchurch City Council was therefore established in 1862 when the population was
around 3000. The first meeting of the Christchurch Municipal Council took place in the Land
Office and John Hall was elected the first Chairman of the Municipal Council. The
Christchurch City Council Archives collection has records dating back to 1862 and are
therefore a rich resource for the history and development of our city.

160 years of Christchurch City Council

Sir John Hall
First Chairman of the 

Christchurch Town 
Council 

1862-1863. 
Source: CH430/10 Market Place (now Victoria Square), looking north east, 1862. 

Source: Christchurch City Libraries
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Christchurch City Council Archives Collection - Background
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As well as the records of original Christchurch City Council dating back to 1862, the Christchurch City Council 

Archives Collection also includes records from a variety of amalgamated local authorities. We currently holds 

records of around 60 authorities that have amalgamated over the years (including Road Boards, Borough Councils, 

County Councils, District Councils, Domain Boards, and Power Boards). Major amalgamations between 

Christchurch City Council and local authorities occurred particularly in 1903, 1921, 1989 and 2006.

Up until the major 1989 amalgamation (when Christchurch City Council amalgamated with Heathcote County 

Council, Riccarton Borough Council, Waimairi District Council, part of Paparua County Council and the Christchurch 

Drainage Board) the custody and care of records and archives were spread across a variety of organisations and 

places. The councils and other authorities held some records while some of the older material was also held by 

Christchurch City Libraries and the Canterbury Museum. 



Christchurch City Council Archives Collection - Background
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After the nationwide reform of local government in 1989, the Christchurch City Council archives were kept and 

maintained by the Christchurch Regional office of Archives New Zealand.

When the amalgamation with Banks Peninsula District Council occurred in 2006 the archives began to be 

transferred back into the Council’s care and housed at Recall (now Iron Mountain) – a document management 

facility, with the collection managed by the Council Archivist. It was initially held in Recall Braeburn Drive and then 

was transferred to the ‘Archives Vault’ of the new facility in 2014. Recall was bought by Iron Mountain in 2016.



Background
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In addition to the collection that came from Archives NZ (the majority of which went into the Archives Vault), the 
Christchurch City Council Archives Collection also holds material:

• from the Banks Peninsula District Council amalgamation, which was mainly listed on a Council records 
management database (TRIM) and was not all sent to the Archives

• Archives that were held in many Christchurch City Council locations and the Tuam St site that were transferred to 
Recall with the move to the new Civic Offices on Hereford St (again not all sent to the Archives)

• Archives continue to be transferred from Service Centres, Community Boards, Council Departments as material 
comes to light.

• Still a lot of work to do in the collection and can take some time to find things!
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What do we hold?
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Under the provisions of the Public Records Act 2005 
Christchurch City Council is required to preserve 
corporate records deemed as having long term 
Interest (‘protected records’), to both aid accountability
and enhance and promote the historical and cultural 
heritage of the city.

Some of the key requirements under the Act:
• Create and maintain records
• Declares some local authority records to be protected records
• Local governments must adhere to mandatory standards 
• Provide adequate protection and preservation
• Classify access status
• Allow free public inspection of open access archives 



What do we hold?
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Majority of our collection is made up of:

• Minute Books

• Correspondence

• Cemetery Records

• Valuation Rolls

• Maps and Plans 

• Records of Council Departments

• Photographs (limited)
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The collection
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From 1862 Christchurch City Council has worked to promote the social, economic, environmental, and cultural 
well-being of our community. Our archives represent the work that has been, and continues to be, done on 
behalf of the citizens of the city since that time. 

It includes resources on:

Our built environment
• Roading
• Bridges
• Buildings
• Parking

The Garden City
• Parks and Reserves
• Domain Boards

Services
• Electricity
• Health Board
• Abattoirs
• Milk delivery
• Fire Brigade
• Drainage / Water

Culture and Community
• Libraries
• Swimming Pools
• Bath houses
• Theatres

Cathedral Square looking down Colombo St c1930
Source: 14/217103



The collection includes archives relating to ...

• Our built environment – the history of our buildings, bridges, streets
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Original Hereford St Bridge 1877 and reconstruction 1938
Source: CCC/ARC/343/96 and CH335/338

Christchurch Drainage Board:
Sewer construction east end of Tuam St c1905

Source: CH659/100 – 10/208470



The collection includes archives relating to ...

• Our built environment – the history of our buildings, bridges, streets
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Original Carlton Mill Bridge c.1920’s
Source: 14/187240

Petition for Carters Lane 1877
Source: CCC/ARC/343/23

Victoria Jubilee Clock Tower – 1897 competition drawings



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Our Garden City – the history of our parks, reserves and domains

Bowker Fountain, Victoria Square, c.1930’s
Source: 10/209040

Wallaby delivery – Woodham Park 1946
Source: CH377



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Our services – including drainage, electricity, milk, fire, abattoirs, health and transport

Christchurch Milk Board - Peacock Street 1960
Source: 14/509269

Christchurch Drainage Board – street sewer construction c.1950s
Source: 14/523374



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Our services – including drainage, electricity, milk, fire, abattoirs, health and transport

Health Inspector Tony Taylor 1964
Source: 10/607626

Lighting the city streets – Reports to Committee 1862-1867
Source: CCC/ARC/343/68



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Our services – including drainage, electricity, milk, fire, abattoirs, health and transport

Christchurch Transport Bus c.1960’s
Source: CH338 14/510709

Christchurch Tramways Board c1900



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Our services – including drainage, electricity, milk, fire, abattoirs, health and transport

Official Parking Map for the City of Christchurch 1938
Source: CH340/49



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Culture and Community – swimming pools, bath houses, libraries, theatres

Ettie Rout letter – re Tepid Baths 1909
Source: CH342

Opening of Jellie Park Lido Pool 1964
Source: CCC/ARC/357 - 10/210177



The collection includes archives relating to ...

28 March 2023Creating a PowerPoint presentation

• Culture and Community – swimming pools, bath houses, libraries, theatres

Canterbury Public Library 1983
Source: 18/562356

Municipal Concert Hall 1928 (renamed the Civic Theatre in 1929)
Source: CH430/26



The collection includes archives relating to ...
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• Culture and Community – swimming pools, bath houses, libraries, theatres

Robert McDougall Bequest 1928 Addington Public Library Committee 1927-1928 (CH430)
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Amalgamated Authorities
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The four avenues (Moorhouse, Fitzgerald, Bealey and 
Rolleston) created the original boundaries of the 
Christchurch City Council in 1862.

Road boards, borough councils, county councils and 
district councils existed outside of these boundaries. 

Amalgamations between Christchurch City Council 
and these authorities began in 1903 with the most 
recent being the amalgamation of Banks Peninsula 
District Council in 2006.

We hold the records for a number of these superseded 
authorities – with series for nearly 60 authorities 
represented in our collection.

Source: CCC/ARC/357/139



Amalgamated Authorities
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Former Local Authority records that we hold:

Borough Councils: Riccarton, Sydenham, New Brighton, 
Spreydon, St Albans, Sumner, Linwood, Woolston

County/District Councils: Banks Peninsula, Heathcote, 
Mt Herbert, Paparua, Selwyn, Waimairi, Wairewa

Road Boards: Avon, Heathcote, Linwood, Little River, 
Riccarton, Spreydon, Sumner, Tai Tapu, Woolston

Mayors of Spreydon [Borough Council] 1922 
Source: CH430



Amalgamated Authorities
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Former Local Authority records that we hold include Road Boards: 
Avon, Heathcote, Linwood, Little River, Riccarton, Spreydon, Sumner, Tai Tapu, Woolston

Sumner Post Office 1901 Halswell Quarry c1930
Source: 09/456856



Amalgamated Authorities
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Former Local Authority Records that we hold includes Borough Councils:
Riccarton, Sydenham, New Brighton, Spreydon, St Albans, Sumner, Linwood, Woolston

Surveyors Drawing – Sydenham Borough Council 1886
Source: CH470

James Gamble – New Brighton Mayor 1921-1927
Source: CH430/3

Borough of Woolston Map 1911
Source: 09/423274



Amalgamated Authorities
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Former Local Authority Records that we hold includes County/District Councils:
Banks Peninsula, Heathcote, Mt Herbert, Paparua, Selwyn, Waimairi, Wairewa

Waimairi District Council, Planners, 1980
Source: CCC/ARC/357

Plan of Part of Bridle Path c1880s
Source: CCC/ARC/22-002/1
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Family History Resources

28 March 2023Creating a PowerPoint presentation

Please see our website Christchurch City Council.govt.nz/council-archives for further information on the following 
family history resources:

Dwellings Valuation lists, rating lists, burgess rolls, building permit registers

Correspondence Including outward and inward
inward correspondence, some indexed, 
from 1862 onwards

Cemeteries Cemetery registers – purchase and 
interments, plot plans, 
Cemetery Board minutes, 
sextons returns
Please see : ccc.govt.nz/cemeteries

Electoral Rolls Limited electoral rolls for 
amalgamated authorities

Property Unit Deed 1903 
Source: CCC/ARC/500/94



Family History Resources
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Correspondence:

CH342/18/354 – CCC Inwards Correspondence 1904-1962

CH343/14a/37 – CCC Inwards Letters 1875-1876

CH334/273 – Waimairi CC Registered Files 



Family History Resources
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Cemeteries: www.ccc.govt.nz/services/cemeteries

CCC/ARC/22-004/1 – Pigeon Bay – Purchase Register 1883-1998

Okains Bay Public Cemetery Plot Plan c1870 

CCC/ARC/400/1 Addington Interments 1858-1882 



Family History Resources
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Christchurch Drainage Board 1909
Source: CH659/101

Photographs: Including mayors, councillors and staff 

Mayor Michael Brannan Hart 1874
Source: CH430/14

Teresa Green, Christchurch City Council 
Councillor 1954-1956

Source: CH342



Family History Resources
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Heathcote County Council – Office Staff 1932
Source: CH430/4

Photographs: Including mayors, councillors and staff 

Paparua County Council 1968 QEII Staff 1989
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Searching our webpages
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• Some of our accession lists and finding aids are available to search online: https://ccc.govt.nz/council-archives

• The resources are organised by general subject order

• It is not a complete set of our accession lists – but those we have the most demand for

• Please always contact us if you can’t find what you are looking for!



https://Christchurch City Council.govt.nz/council-archives
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Digitised archives available

• The CCC Archives are beginning to digitise and make publicly available some of our most vulnerable, fragile and 
fascinating early records of the Council.

• hosted by our friends at Christchurch City Libraries via Canterbury Stories:

• https://canterburystories.nz/collections/archives/cccarchives

• with links to also from our CCC Archives webpages:

• https://ccc.govt.nz/council-archives

First five items: 

• Inspector of Nuisances 1862-1864

• City Surveyor Reports 1862-1863

• Inward Correspondence 1862-1863

• CCC Minute Book 1862

• Lyttelton Borough Council 1862-1864
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CCC/ARC/343-89 City Surveyor Reports 1862-1863
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CCC/ARC/343-78 Inspector of Nuisances 1862-1864
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CCC/ARC/343-78 Inspector of Nuisances 1862-1864
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CCC/ARC/343/4 Inwards Correspondence 1862-1863
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CCC/ARC/343/4 Inwards Correspondence 1862-1863
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Digitised archives also available

Other archives from our collection have also been digitised, 
many of which are available from Canterbury Stories:

Search on ‘CCC Archives’ for:

• Maps 

• Architectural drawings

• Cemetery registers

• Early bridge plans (coming shortly)
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CCC/ARC/22-008 – Early Bridges
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CCC/ARC/22-008/B24  - Gloucester Street Bridge 1884 CCC/ARC/22-008/B88  - Plan of Proposed Site of [War] Memorial Bridge 1921



Architectural Plans
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New Regent St 1931

(14/515328)

Christchurch Town Hall 1969

(14/515092)



Maps
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Christchurch & Environs 1910 (09/423270)

CCC/ARC/22-002/3 Christchurch and surrounding areas 1949



Cemetery Plot Plans
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CH430/1 Linwood CemeteryCH430/6C Barbadoes Cemetery
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Who can we help?
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The Christchurch City Council Archives Collection can help both internal and external customers to access 
historical Council information. 

Viewing is by appointment only – please contact us at:

archives@ccc.govt.nz
ph: 941 8424 / 027 305 2569

C Foster, Town Clerk, 1904-1905



Where is the collection? 
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The collection is now housed at the document management company
Iron Mountain, located at 3 George Bellew Drive:
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Protecting our history, inspiring our future


