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Stories come to life at the library. 
Nau mai tauti mai.
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How to book:
Unless otherwise stated, our events are open  
to all ages, free and with no bookings required.
When you need to book a place, you can book:

Online: 
Find the event listing at 
christchurchcitylibraries.com,  
follow the instructions to book and  
(where applicable) pay online.

In person:  
Go to your local library and staff  
will book on your behalf.

By phone:
03 941 7923

Paid events will incur a booking fee.
For more information visit: 

christchurch.bibliocommons.com/locations

my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/contact-us

For library locations please visit:

Important: Please check our website for the 
latest information before attending any event.

So Many Stories
Conversations with Christchurch City Libraries 
Ngā Kete Wānanga o Ōtautahi.

We’re now on Plains FM! Join Christchurch City 
Libraries on the first Friday of each month at 9am 
and discover what our libraries are all about 
– connecting people, inspiring discovery, and 
enriching communities. 

Each show features stories from those who work in 
libraries, and the people we engage with every day. 
We also bring you a peek between the pages of 
interesting pukapuka.



christchurchcitylibraries.com

All about 
whānau



Wā Pēpi Babytimes 
 2 years and under

Programmes include stories, music, movement and 
rhymes. Kōrero pukapuka, pūoro, korikori.

Most programmes run during school terms only. 

Akaroa Library Fridays, 10.15am

Aranui Library Tuesdays, 10.30am

Fendalton Library Thursdays, 10.30am

Hornby Library Fridays, 10.15am

Linwood Library Fridays, 11am

Lyttelton Library Thursdays, 10.30am

Matuku Takotako: 
Sumner Centre Fridays, 10.30am 

New Brighton Library Wednesdays, 10.30am

Ōrauwhata:  
Bishopdale Library and 
Community Centre

Fridays, 10.30am

Papanui Library Wednesdays, 11am

Parklands Library Fridays, 10.30am

Shirley Library Thursdays, 10.30am

South Library Thursdays, 11am

Spreydon Library Wednesdays, 10.30am

Te Hāpua:  
Halswell Centre Wednesdays, 11am

Tūranga Mondays, 10.30am

Upper Riccarton Library Tuesdays, 10am

What’s on in your library4



Wā Kōrero Storytimes 
 2 years and over

Programmes include stories, music, movement and 
rhymes. Kōrero pukapuka, pūoru, korikori.

Most programmes run during school terms only. 

Fendalton Library Tuesdays, 10.30am

Hornby Library Wednesdays, 10.15am

Linwood Library Thursdays, 10am

Lyttelton Library Tuesdays, 11am

Matuku Takotako: 
Sumner Centre Wednesdays, 10.30am

New Brighton Library Tuesdays, 10.30am

Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale 
Library and Community 
Centre

Wednesdays, 10.30am

Papanui Library Thursdays, 11am

Parklands Library Thursdays, 10.30am

Redwood Library Fridays, 10.30am

Shirley Library Tuesdays, 10.30am

South Library Tuesdays, 11am

Spreydon Library Fridays, 10.30am

Te Hāpua:  
Halswell Centre Thursdays, 11am

Tūranga Wednesdays, 10.30am

Upper Riccarton Library Mondays, 10am
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Bilingual Storytimes
 2–5 years

Come along for bilingual storytimes! All welcome.

Ngā Pakiwaitara 
Te Reo Māori Storytimes

Tūranga
Hapori | Community, Level 1
Tuesdays, 10.30am

Mandarin Storytimes

Tūranga
Ngā Purapura / Activity Room, Hapori | 
Community, Level 1
Second Saturday of the month, 11–11.30am

Saturday Storytimes
Have you missed our normal storytimes? Join us for 
stories, songs, rhymes, crafts, eResources and fun on 
Saturdays!

Shirley Library
First Saturday of the month, 10.30–11.30am

Bedtime Stories at Fendalton 
Dress up in your pjs and come along to enjoy themed 
stories, songs and simple crafts.

  All welcome, but best enjoyed by ages 4–7 years.

Fendalton Library
First Friday of the month, 6.30–7.30pm
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Wā KŌrero – Whānau Storytimes
Bring the whānau for stories, songs and rhymes.

Tūranga 
Hapori | Community, Level 1 
Sundays, 10.30–11am

Everyday Hero Storytimes 
Join a real everyday hero for themed stories, songs and 
rhymes each month.

Redwood Library
Friday 1 March, 10.30am
Upper Riccarton Library
Monday 25 March, 10am
Lyttleton Library
Tuesday 30 April, 11am
Shirley Library
Tuesday 28 May, 10.30am

Family Makerspace
Have fun and make cool stuff with a different activity 
every week.

Tūranga
Taupuni Auaha / Creative Space,  
Hapori | Community, Level 1
Saturdays, 2.30–3.30pm

CSO Music Trails Through the Libraries
These free 45-minute performances are a fun 
way to introduce young people to live music and 
instruments. Each performance may also contain 
dance, song and stories.

Matuku Takotako:  
Sumner Centre
Friday 15 March, 10.30am
Tūranga 
Saturday 18 May, 10.30am
Papanui Library
Friday 31 May, 10.30am
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South Library 
Chess Group 
Come and have a game 
of chess and meet 
other chess players. 
We’ll have some chess 
sets available – bring 
your own just in case 
there are more players 
than boards.

   Any age or chess ability.

South Library
Wednesdays, 1–3pm

Sensory Hour 
An opportunity for people with sensory sensitivities 
to relax and enjoy the library in a safe and welcoming 
space. Environmental stimulants will be reduced and 
sensory toys and lego will be available. 

   All ages/whānau welcome.

Tūranga
Hapori | Community, Level 1
Mondays, 6–7pm
Tuesdays, 3.30–5pm
Redwood Library
Mondays, 5–6pm
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Stories from the Sea
Bring the whole whānau for a celebration of Sea Week 
and our beautiful ocean at your favourite library on the 
beach. We’ll kick off with Ranger Jason Roberts sharing 
some of his sea tales and tips. Bring your own favourite 
sea stories and objects to share in our “show and tell” 
session. Join our display of sea-themed art works by 
ocean lovers of all ages – bring these to the library from 
26 February to 9 March. There will also be spot prizes for 
the best sea-themed costumes, and crafts for the kids.

New Brighton Library
Saturday 9 March, 1–3pm

Wā Kōrero: Seaweek Storytimes
Join Christchurch City Libraries as we celebrate Seaweek!
Bring the whānau for stories, rhymes and songs at 
our Wā Kōrero: Seaweek Storytimes, with special 
appearances by local authors Rosalind Potter and 
Janice Belgrave.
Check out our website for more details!

Lyttelton Library 
Tuesday 5 March, 11–11.30am
New Brighton Library 
Tuesday 5 March, 10.30–11am
Shirley Library 
Tuesday 5 March, 10.30–11am
Matuku Takotako: Sumner Centre
Wednesday 6 March, 10.30–11am
Parklands Library 
Thursday 7 March, 10.30–11am
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The Great Kiwi Sing Along
Join New Brighton’s own 
Natural Magic Pirate band for 
a whānau-friendly sing-along 
to celebrate New Zealand 
Music Month. There will be 
some Kiwi classics, along 
with a few local favourites. 
BYO ukulele is optional but 
be ready to sing.

New Brighton Library
Saturday 18 May, 2–2.30pm

Celebration of Japanese Culture
Immerse yourself in Japanese culture as we 
celebrate Japan. Celebrations include musical 
performances, crafts, origami, displays and more.

Tūranga
Tautoro / TSB Space, Hapori |  
Community, Level 1
Saturday 9 March, 11am–3.30pm

Spanish Language Celebration
A showcase of performances from the Spanish 
Society to celebrate the language and culture.
Please see website for details.
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christchurchcitylibraries.com

Holiday fun



School Holiday 

drop-in fun 
Check where and when at

christchurchcitylibraries.com

Upcycled 
Autumn Art
Piece your tree 
together!

DIY Phone 
Amplifier
Amp up the 
volume and 
get the party 
started!

Botanical 
Buddies
Create cute 
leafy creatures!

This book  
belongs to...
Design your 
own bookplate 
to celebrate 
World Book Day.
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Librarian for a Morning 
Come and see what happens behind the scenes at 
your local library. Learn how to sort, shelve, use the 
catalogue and more.
Free, booking required. See website for details.

Raranga Atu, Raranga Mai 
Māori weaving with paper 
Join us to learn basic 
techniques and more about 
Māori weaving for children. 
Create your own mini whāriki 
(mat), kono (small basket) 
and maybe even a small kete. 
Note: Patience required.
Free, booking required.

  Recommended for ages 7 years+

All younger children must each be accompanied by an adult.

Tūranga 
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2
Tuesday 16 April, 10am–noon or 1–3pm
Papanui Library
Thursday, 18 April, 10am–noon or 1–3pm
Spreydon Library
Tuesday 23 April, 10am–noon or 1–3pm
Tūranga
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2
Wednesday 24 April, 10am–noon or 1–3pm

Creative Sticker Workshop 
Become an artist and designer at our Creative Sticker 
Workshop! You will use some basic digital art skills 
using Apple Pencils and iPads to create your own 
printed and cut custom sticker sheet. Stickers will be 
printed on our vinyl printer and ready to collect during 
the half hour after the session.
$5, booking required.

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Computer Lab
Tuesday 16 April, 1.30–3.30pm
Tuesday 23 April, 9.30–11.30am
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Battle of the Boardgames
Come and join us for 
some boardgame 
fun during the 
school holidays! 
Have a go at any 
of the boardgames 
available and be 
in with a chance to 
have your name on 
the leaderboard.
See website for details.

Hornby Library
Saturday 13 April–Sunday 28 April

Crochet Workshop
Do you want to start a new hobby or improve your 
crocheting skills? This workshop provides a great 
opportunity for crochet beginners to learn basic 
stitches and understand how to make popular crochet 
items and winter warmers with these basic crocheting 
skills. Materials and instructions provided.
Free, booking required.

  10+ years

Shirley Library
Monday 22 April, 2–4pm

Autumn Knitting and  
Crochet Workshop
Can you do a basic knit 
and purl? Or have you 
just started to crochet? 
Join us to make adorable 
pumpkins. A fun, easy 
knitting and crochet 
workshop. Needles and 
yarn will be provided but 
you are welcome to bring 
your own.

South Library
Monday 25 March, 10–11.30am
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Hooray for Hat Storywalk
Come and celebrate World Book Day with us with an 
interactive story walk. We will meet in the foyer of 
South Library to make a craft which will make our walk 
even more fun.

  0–9 years

South Library
Tuesday 23 April, 11am–noon

Storywalk at Ōrauwhata:  
Bishopdale Library
Exercise your body! Exercise your mind! Join Kiwi and 
friends to scuttle, flit and waddle around outside. Stroll 
in the sun, listen to a story, make a craft and enjoy 
this 'If you're a Kiwi and you know it" storywalk with 
Christchurch City Libraries.
This event is free and includes kiwi mask craft 
and storywalk starting at Bishopdale Park behind 
Bishopdale Recreation Centre near the library.
In the event of wet weather the story, singing and craft 
will take place in the Young Adult area.

Ōrauwhata: Bishopdale Library
Tuesday 16 April, 10.30am–noon

Painting a Field filled with Sunflowers 
A fun, step-by-step painting workshop for teens. We will 
guide you through the process and you will go home with 
a beautiful painting brimming with joyful sunflowers. 
No prior painting experience necessary.
Free, booking required.

  10–18 years

South Library
Thursday 18 April, 2–3.30pm
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Autumn Walking Storytimes
Join us for a fun and interactive walking storytime 
at the Richmond Community Gardens presented by 
Shirley Library.
We’ll enjoy the beauty of autumn, as we read, walk, hop, 
and skip our way through the flourishing Richmond 
Community Gardens and the surrounding red zone.
Meet your guide at the library van to begin your 
adventure!

Suitable for preschoolers  
and young school children.

Richmond Community Gardens
Wednesday 17 April, 2–3pm

Rabbit Lantern Making
Make a Rabbit Lantern 
– work together as a 
whānau/family group 
to create a lantern, with 
willow and tissue paper.
One lantern per 
whānau/family group.
$10 per group, booking required.

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Hao Meeting Room
Wednesday 17 April, 1.30–3.30pm

Creative Cartography
If you have ever wondered how to create those 
sprawling fantasy maps you see at the beginning of 
your favourite books, then wonder no longer. 
Come down to the library and learn how to draw your 
own fantasy map from scratch to create a new world 
like those of Middle Earth, Narnia and Eragon.
Free, booking required.

  9–16 years

Shirley Library
Friday 19 April, 2–3.30pm
Upper Riccarton Library
Tuesday 23 April, 2–3.30pm
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World Book Day
Celebrate World Book Day at Tūranga. Visit us on 
Tuesday, 23 April for a range of fun filled activities 
including: book themed holiday craft, scavenger hunt, 
storytimes, a StoryBox library session and more.

Tūranga
Hapori | Community, Level 1

Paper Making
Ever wanted to make your own paper? Come along to 
our free workshop and learn how!
Free, booking required.

South Library
Tuesday 16 April, 10–11am
Shirley Library
Thursday 18 April, 2–4pm
New Brighton Library
Tuesday 23 April, 2.30–3.30pm

Lantern Making
Come and celebrate Autumm by making your own  
leaf lantern.
Free, no booking required.

  6–12 years

New Brighton Library
Wednesday 17 April, 2–4pm

My Fale!
Home is where we gather 
and connect with our fanau! 
So gather with us to make 
a mini fale tele, learn more 
about traditional homes from 
around the Pacific Islands and 
create a personalised sign to 
mark a space in your fale!
Free, booking required.  
Please see website for dates and locations.

  7+ years
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christchurchcitylibraries.com

After school 
clubs

After School Activity Zone
We have several drop-in after school clubs 
happening across our network of libraries. 
Join us for a variety of activities including 
technology, crafts, and games in a fun learning 
environment.

All whānau welcome!



After school clubs 
and programmes
All our after school programmes run during the school 
term only (excluding public holidays) and begin in the 
second week of each term. We run a number of fun 
technology-based after school clubs in our libraries. 
Visit christchurchcitylibraries.com events calendar for 
dates and locations.

Dungeon Delvers
Be the hero in a tabletop roleplaying campaign where 
everything rests on your roll of the dice!
Create a character and join in a shared story, where 
you might find yourself adventuring across unexplored 
lands, slinging sorcerous spells, or fighting against the 
dangerous denizens of dank dungeons!

Shirley Library
Free, booking required.

 10–16 years

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Introductory drop in session, no booking required

 10–14 years

Fiero Code Club
Learn the basics of coding at your own pace with 
a programme perfect for beginners! If you’ve ever 
thought about making your own website, app, 
animation or video game – then 
come along and give coding a go!
Basic computer skills required.
Free, booking required.

  8–16 years

Spreydon Library
Wednesdays, 4–5pm
Shirley Library
Thursdays, 3.45–5.15pm

Visit christchurchcitylibraries.com to find out more.
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Reading to dogs
Help kids practise reading 
aloud and develop a love 
of stories with this super 
popular programme! This 
is a partnership between 
Christchurch City 
Libraries and the Animal 
Management Team.
Free, booking required.
See website for details.

AnyQuestions
Real time, real person, real help  
with your homework.
Get free online help with your homework. Log on 
between 1pm and 6pm, Monday to Friday during 
the school year and chat with a librarian about your 
schoolwork questions.
www.anyquestions.govt.nz

Minecraft Mondays
Drop in from 3.30–4.30pm and enjoy a 
minecraft session at New Brighton Library.
Term time only.



christchurchcitylibraries.com

Youth
programmes

Youth week is all about the rangatahi of Ōtautahi, 
and Christchurch City Libraries has a week of 
activities to celebrate. Tūranga will be hosting 
talks focused on your wellness: mental and 
physical, academic and financial. Come create, 
reflect, play, and leave informed and empowered.
Please see website for details.

VR Graffiti
Create some graffiti art with virtual reality and 
print it on a t-shirt.
Participants must bring in their own plain, light 
garment to print on ideally t-shirts. If clothing 
is new, it is recommended to wash it first so the 
starch does not interfere with the printing.
$5, booking required.
One person per 15 minute time slot.

  12+ years 

New Brighton Library
Wednesday 8 May, 3.30–5pm
Shirley Library
Tuesday 14 May, 3.30–5pm

20–26 May 2024



Antisocial Social Club
Come for the manga, stay for the fun!
Have a go at drawing manga or just hang out and chat 
with other manga fans!  

Linwood Library
First Friday of the month, 3.30–5pm

Youth Creative Time
Drop in and have a go with technologies like sewing 
machines, 3D printers, vinyl cutters, design software 
and electronics. No experience necessary – staff will be 
on hand if you need help.

  12–24 years  

Tūranga  
Taupuni Waihanga / Production Studio, 
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Fridays, 4–5.30pm

Tuesday Takeover @ Aranui Library
Come hang out in our YA area! 
The PS5 is ready to go, there's 
board games, manga and a new 
piece of creative tech every 
week (think 3D printing and VR). 
Also plenty of space just to chill 
so come and down to Tuesday 
Takeover at Aranui Library.

  12+ years

Aranui Library
Tuesdays, 3.30–4.30pm (during term time only)
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Thursday Takeover @ Tūranga 
It’s all yours! Wāhi 
Rangatahi / Youth Space 
is your space for VR, 
board games, crafts and 
much more. 
We’ve got good things happening every Thursday, so 
come hang out at Tūranga and own the Youth Space.

Tūranga  
Wāhi Rangatahi / Youth Space,  
Hapori | Community, Level 1
Thursdays, 3.30–4.30pm (during term time only)

Thursday Takeover @Te Hāpua: 
Halswell Centre
Teens/YA – take over your space! The computer lab 
and creative space are booked for you! Get on our VR 
PC and play some games, play some board games, 
play some Minecraft, try mixing music with DJ decks or 
jamming on Logic Pro and Garage Band, have a go with 
3D printing, badge making or designing sticker slaps, or 
just chill and chat and use our PCs or iPads. We provide 
different activities each week.

  12+ years

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre 
Thursdays, 3.30–4.30pm (during term time only)

Beats Lab
Drop in and have a go with our music gear or work on 
your own project! Have a go at finger drumming or 
performing your tracks on the SP-404, and flip some 
samples on Logic Pro X or Koala Sampler. Try scratching 
with our vinyl turntable and scratch records or DJ 
controller, have a bash on our electronic and hip-hop 
music gear, or jam on our more traditional digital piano 
or electronic drum kit. 
Beginner friendly.

  12+ years

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Fridays, 3–4.30pm
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Literature Live
Literature Live is a monthly interactive book and 
theatre club where you join a cast of characters for live 
action role play, hosted in partnership with NZLarp.
Each month you can sign up to join a cast of colourful 
characters as they solve mysteries, explore foreign 
lands, and generally speaking wreak havoc!
Not sure what Live Action Role Playing is? Never fear! 
These sessions are designed for beginners in the world 
of improvisational role play, as well as those with more 
experience. Come and flex both your acting and reading 
muscles in tandem. 
Check out our website calendar to see which sessions 
are coming up and book now!

  16+ years

Tūranga 
Ngā Purapura / Activity Room, Hapori |  
Community, Level 1 
Events run one Saturday a month from 1–5pm

Huinga Ako
Come along to our 
afterschool research 
session for students. 
Do you have a school 
kaupapa with a Te Ao 
Māori focus and need 
help finding resources? 
Come along to our 
after school sessions 
for students and speak 
to our Pou Kohikohinga Māori – Māori Collection 
Specialists. They can help you navigate and upskill 
your library knowledge around the Ngā Pounamu 
Māori Collection.
Drop-in sessions recommended for high school or 
tertiary students.

Tūranga
Waruwarutū / Ngā Pounamu Māori Collection, 
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2
Tuesday 7 May, 3.30–4.30pm
Upper Riccarton Library
Thursday 16 May, 3.30–4.30pm
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Creative and 
connected

christchurchcitylibraries.com



Speaker Series @ Tūranga
Come and hear experts deliver fascinating 
presentations on the latest in people, places and 
culture at Tūranga. Lend us your ears and bring your 
questions on the second Thursday of each month 
beginning in March. See the library website for details 
on who our vibrant presenters will be! 
Free, no booking required. 

Tūranga
Second Thursday of the month, 6–7pm

Kawhe and Kōrero
Want to practise your te reo 
Māori? Drop in for a cuppa and 
build your kōrero skills with 
fellow learners.
This is a casual and supportive 
programme for adults who 
want to build confidence 
speaking te reo Māori.

New Brighton Library
Thursdays, 10–11am

Me Kōrero Tātou
Let's speak and build our te reo Māori skills together!
Join us at Shirley Library for a friendly kōrero, share 
your learning and learn from others – everyone is 
welcome, at any stage of your te reo Māori journey.

Shirley Library
Thursdays, 1.30–2.30pm

Sketch at Tūranga
Drop in to our monthly 
creative sketch session. 
Materials provided but you’re 
welcome to bring your own.

Tūranga
He Hononga | Connection, Ground Floor
Third Sunday of the month, 2–4pm
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Open Christchurch 2024  
Architectural Festival 
Tūranga Sketch Tour
Join us for a relaxing 
morning exploring 
the work of one of 
Christchurch’s most 
influential early 20th 
century architects, 
Cecil Wood. We’ll tour 
an exhibition of his drawings at Tūranga, then stroll 
down to the Public Trust Building to spend time chatting 
and sketching on location in one of his buildings.
Check out our afternoon creative workshop where you 
can learn how to turn your sketch into a laser etching.
$5, booking required.

  14+ years

Tūranga  
Meet on He Hononga | Connection, Ground Floor
Sunday 5 May, 10am–noon

Tūranga Creative Studio:  
Make Your Own Laser Etching
Learn how to transform your architectural pen and 
ink drawings into laser etchings using the creative 
equipment on offer in our Production Studio. Simply 
bring along an ink-based line drawing from the 
morning’s “Tūranga Sketch Tour” (or something similar 
that you have completed earlier) and we’ll guide you 
through the process of making your very own plywood 
etching to take home.
You’ll also have an opportunity to tour the rest of 
the creative facilities – to inspire your future artistic 
projects.
$8, booking required.

  14+ years

Tūranga   
Taupuni Waihanga / Production Studio  
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Sunday 5 May, 2–4pm
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Urban Explorations
Rediscover the central city and join us for a series of 
walks around the Tūranga neighbourhood, the heart of 
Ōtautahi. 
Rain or shine, the walk starts and ends at Tūranga.
You are very welcome to join us for a cup of tea 
afterwards in the library.
Wear clothing suitable for the weather and comfortable 
walking shoes. Bring a drink bottle. Parents with 
strollers are welcome.
Free, booking required.
Please see website for details.

Tūranga
He Hononga | Connection, Ground Floor
Various weekends. Saturdays or Sundays. 

Let’s Have a Cuppa
Get to know your community 
and library team with a cup 
of tea, a biscuit, and a chat.

Fendalton Library
Wednesday 27 March, 10.30am–noon
Wednesday 24 April, 10.30am–noon
Wednesday 29 May, 10.30am–noon
Spreydon Library
Tuesday 16 April, 11–11.45am

Craft Snippets at Upper  
Riccarton Library
A bi-monthly event  
where a guest artisan 
speaks about their  
crafting journey followed 
by Q & A. We look at the 
latest crafting books and 
discuss what’s happening 
in our city’s crafting scene.

Upper Riccarton Library
Wednesday 27 March, 6.30–7.30pm
Wednesday 29 May, 6.30–7.30pm

What’s on in your library28



Stash Swap 
Our Great Stash Swap is back!
Bring along your unwanted fabric, haberdashery, 
buttons, wool, lace, trims, paints, brushes, zips, 
needles, card, stamps, in fact any old crafting supplies. 
You choose what you swap, no cash involved!
See website for details.

Creative Crafts
Come and join us for a 
fun craft session. We’ll 
have a different project 
each month and crafts will 
vary from card making to 
macrame, candle making to 
bath bombs and anything 
else in between. No prior 
skills necessary, just willing 
hands and a curious mind. 
All materials provided.

South Library
Second Monday of the month, 10.30am–noon

Crafting for Wellbeing
Foster your creativity and resilience while learning a 
new skill. A different craft each month will be explored 
including pompoms, crochet, embroidery and more. 
Drop in and relax and enjoy some me time.

Tūranga
Tūhuratanga | Discovery, Level 3
Saturday 16 March, 2–3.30pm
Saturday 20 April, 2–3.30pm
Saturday 18 May, 2–3.30pm
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Super Crafty Club
Join our arts and craft for seniors sessions. Each 
session will have a different project for you to try. 
Come and create in a fun and relaxed environment.
Free, no booking required.

  65+ years

Aranui Library
Thursdays, 10am–noon  
(during term time starting second week)

Art for Adults
Art for Adults is a drop-
in social and creative 
group that meet every 
week to draw and 
paint at your own pace. 
Meet new people, have 
conversations and 
make art. Any skill level 
welcome and every 
session has a theme. 
Materials supplied!
Free, no booking required.

  18+ years

Aranui Library
Mondays, 10am–noon  
(during term time starting second week)

Tūranga Writers’ Group
Get writing! Share your own work and provide feedback 
to others in an encouraging and supportive setting. 
Writers in all genres, at all levels, are welcome.
Free, booking required.

 16+ years

Tūranga
Auaha Hīhī / Spark Place, He Hononga | 
Connection, Ground Level
First Tuesday of the month, 6–7.15pm
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English Conversation Club
Drop in to our supportive Conversation Club to 
practise your English. While not a class, this is a 
good opportunity to chat with others and meet new 
people. Great for ESOL learners.
See website for details.

Tūranga
Third Tuesday of the month, 5–6pm 
Upper Riccarton Library
Thursdays, 11am–noon
Hornby Library
Wednesday, 2–3pm

Mandarin Conversation Club
The Mandarin conversation group is a drop-in group 
where anyone is welcome to come and practise 
conversations in Mandarin, 
in a friendly and relaxed 
environment.
This is not a class, but an 
opportunity to talk with 
others in Mandarin and to 
meet new people in the 
community.
Free, no booking required.

Fendalton Library
First Monday of the month, 6–7pm
Wednesdays every other week, 5–6pm

Join our  
regular clubs!
• Knit ’n’ Yarn
• Rummikub Club
• Social Games and  

Cards Club
• Scrabble Club
• Mahjong Group

Find out where and when at
christchurchcitylibraries.com
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eKnow how

Technology Help Drop-in Sessions 
Do you need help using your computer, 
smartphone, iPad, or tablet?
Come along to our drop-in sessions for help with 
email, searching the internet, using the library 
catalogue, eBooks, and general computer queries.
Bring your laptop, tablet, or smartphone, or use 
one of our computers for help with anything digital.
These sessions happen across the city. Check 
our website or call us on 03 941 7923 to find one 
near you.
Free, no booking required.



Tech Week Family Drop-in
Have a go at making your own creations at our Tech 
Week drop-in.   
We will have a range of different creative options 
available including jewellery making, custom stickers, 
and personalised 3D printable designs such as name 
plates or a stick figure family.   
A small charge for materials may apply.

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Saturday 25 May, 1–3pm

Introduction to the Media  
Conversion Station
Are you interested in converting your photographs, 
videos, cassettes, film negatives, slides, or floppy 
disks into digital files? Join this session to find out 
more about the media conversion station, including 
an overview of the equipment, some opportunities for 
hands-on learning and information about how to book 
a self-service session to begin your digitisation project. 
Start converting your precious memories into digital 
files, ready for viewing and sharing!
Free, booking required.

Tūranga
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Sundays 17 March, 21 April and 19 May, 11am–noon

GenConnect
Got questions about technology, apps or social media? 
Come along to a free GenConnect session, with high 
school students ready to help with all your technology 
questions. During term time only.

Upper Riccarton Library 
Thursdays, 1–1.45pm
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Auahatanga - Creative Spaces 
Where everyone can learn, make and design. Full of 
creative technologies, including 3D printers, badge 
makers, direct-to-garment printers, laser cutters, sewing 
machines, vacuum formers, vinyl cutters and much more. 
These spaces are staffed by a friendly crew of specialists 
and are hubs for collaboration and self-directed learning. 
Come along to one of the sessions listed below to embark 
on, or continue in your creative journey! 

Tell me more! 
• Sessions are free to attend, however materials can be 

purchased on the day.
• Check our calendar for pop-up activities in the holidays 
• Children under 14 must be accompanied by an adult, 

except in Youth Creative. 
• Our services are intended to support prototyping rather 

than commercial production, sizes and limits apply. 
• Technologies and materials vary by location; 
For more information visit  
my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/creative-resources

Auahatanga – South Library 
See website for details
Auahatanga – New Brighton Library 
Creative Bites
Fridays, 2–5pm during term time only
Please see website for details of available activities.
Auahatanga – Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Wednesdays, 10–11.30am 
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4, Tūranga
All sessions are term time only except Youth Creative 
Midday Creative
Tuesdays, 11am–2pm 
Junior Creative (8–12 years)
Thursdays, 4–5.30pm 
Youth Creative (13–23 years)
Fridays, 4–5.30pm
Creative Evening
Wednesdays, 6–7.30pm
Open Studio (13–17 years)
Fridays, 4–5.30pm
Open Studio – General Interest  
Sundays, 10.30am–12.30pm 
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Direct to Garment Printer drop-in
Come along to our drop-in for the direct to garment 
printer at Aranui Library. The direct to garment 
printer is a device that prints directly on to fabric and 
garments. Bring in your own light-coloured garment/
fabric and a design to get started.  
$5 for each item you print on with a limit of 5 per 
session. Use of this printer is always supervised.

Aranui Library
Fridays, 2–4pm 

Better Digital Futures
Better Digital Futures is  
a free course developed 
by the Digital Inclusion 
Alliance Aotearoa and facilitated by partners across 
the country, including Christchurch City Libraries. 
The course empowers older adults to use computers, 
smartphones, tablets, and the internet and covers 
everything from the essentials to issues of security. 
Dates and locations vary; for more information and 
to register, visit steppingup.nz/programmes/better-
digital-futures-for-seniors.

Spreydon Library
Mondays from 6 May for 5 weeks, 10am–noon
Aranui Library
Wednesdays, 10am–noon
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Author Talks @ Tūranga
Join us for an evening of conversation with  
guest authors.

The Edwin Fox: How an Ordinary 
Sailing Ship Connected the  
World in the Age of Globalization, 
1850–1914. A Conversation with 
the Authors.
The story of The Edwin Fox reveals 
how an everyday merchant ship 
drew together a changing world 
and its people in an extraordinary 
age of rising empires, sweeping 
economic transformation, and 
social change. 

Free, booking required.

Tūranga
Tautoro / TSB Space, Hapori | Community, Level 2
Friday 12 April, 5.30pm

Library-run Book Clubs
Love sharing your favourite reads? Come and join other 
book lovers in a supportive and relaxed environment. 
We have several of these casual book clubs across the 
city. Visit our website or call 03 941 7923 to find one 
near you.

Book Discussion Scheme
BDS is a national non-profit which lends books and 
provides professional discussion notes to book groups. 
Small groups are held in libraries and led by a librarian 
with a new book provided each 
month to all members.
A subscription fee is required.
Visit our website for details.
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BDS ESOL Book Group
Groups for ESOL learners are offered at Tūranga. Read 
a short book especially designed for ESOL learners, 
then come to the library and talk about it in a relaxed, 
fun environment. In a friendly atmosphere you have 
a chance to meet new people, learn about different 
cultures and practise talking in English. We all read the 
same short book, provided by Book Discussion Scheme 
and written in English.

Specialist Book Clubs
Korean Book Club 

Upper Riccarton Library
Second Friday of the month, 6–7pm

Spanish Book Club

Riccarton Library
Second Tuesday of the month, 6–7pm 

Polish Book Club

Tūranga
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Third Sunday of the month, 11am–noon

Dewey Book Group
Each month, read a non-fiction book of your choice on 
a set theme. Over the year we’ll read across the entire 
Dewey Decimal spectrum! 
Booking required.

Tūranga
Tūhuratanga | Discovery, Level 3
Last Wednesday of the month, 6–7pm

Tuesday Terrors Horror Book Club
Welcome to the Tuesday Terrors Horror Book Club! 
This is a genre book group, run by librarians with a love 
for all things horror. Each month we’ll read and discuss 
books drawn from a specific subgenre of horror.

Tūranga
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Last Tuesday of the month, 6.30–7.30pm
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Te Kāhui Ohua
This monthly reading group focuses on books housed in 
our Ngā Pounamu Māori Collection. Each month you’ll 
choose any book from the collection to read, fiction or 
non-fiction, in English or te reo Māori and share your 
reads with the rest of the group.
No registration or preparation is required.

Tūranga
Last Friday of the month, 5.30–6.30pm

Shared Reading
Come and join our 
reading group with  
a difference. 
Shared reading is an 
opportunity to listen 
to a short story and a 
poem as a group and 
then break it down  
and discuss it. 
Share your thoughts – how it made you feel, how you 
interpreted it, did you enjoy it? 
Discover some interesting and thought provoking 
reading led by one of our library staff. 

  16+ years

Tūranga
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Every Wednesday, 11am–noon
Linwood Library
Mondays, 10.30–11.30am

Queer Book Club
This club is for LGBTQIA+ people and their friends 
and whānau with an interest in queer literature. Each 
month we pick a theme and bring along our favourite 
book to share. 

  16+ years

Tūranga
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Last Monday of the month, 6pm
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Make Some Noise
Visit our Auahatanga – Creative Space during New 
Zealand Music Month and make some noise with 
our digital musical instruments. No prior experience 
required, we'll get you started! 
Free, no booking required.

  6+ years

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre 
Auahatanga – Creative Space
Wednesdays 8 and 15 May, 3.30–4.30pm

Celebrate New Zealand Music Month 
with Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre!
Come along to listen and support local talent as they 
perform their music for library visitors and music 
lovers alike.
Please see website for details.

Saturday Sound Check Recitals
Come with your family 
and friends and enjoy 
some live acoustic music!
We will present a diverse 
range of music styles 
and genres which will 
be performed by small 
ensembles of talented 
local musicians.
All welcome!
Free, no booking required.

Shirley Library
Saturdays 4, 11, 25 May and 1 June, 11am–noon

MAY2024

What’s on in your library40



Musician for a Day
Join us for an afternoon of 
musical exploration and fun!
Children will spend the 
afternoon exploring, playing, 
and listening to a variety of 
musical instruments. They 
will learn some basic musical 
concepts and work towards 
developing a musical piece 
for performance by the end 
of the day!
Linwood library is proud to host Sophia and Alex 
Bidwell for this workshop.
Free, booking required.

  5–12 years

Linwood Library
Saturday 18 May, 12–3pm

NZ Music Month Battle of the Libraries
Participate in the New Zealand Music Month Quiz and 
help your local library be crowned as the winner in the 
battle of the libraries! Prizes to be won!
Throughout the month of May, please see website for 
participating libraries.

Celebrate New Zealand Music Month 
at South Library!
Come and listen to a wide variety of music throughout 
the month including Kapa haka performances.
Please see website for details.
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Check out the Mobile Discovery Wall as it 
moves around our community libraries 
over the next few months.

March  Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
April  See website for details
May Upper Riccarton Library

Family History 
Bring your family history questions to our regular drop-in 
events. A member of the Canterbury branch of the New 
Zealand Society of Genealogists will be on hand to help.

Shirley Library
First and third Saturdays of the month, 10am–noon
Upper Riccarton Library
Wednesdays, 11am–1pm

Beginners Guide to Local History
Are you interested in learning 
about the history of Ōtautahi-
Christchurch? Come and join 
our local history librarians 
as we explore topics like our 
Māori heritage, European 
immigration and settlement, 
the people, places and events 
that make our city unique. 
We’ll explore some of the gems in our collection, 
including our archives, maps, information on our 
website, thousands of images, digitised diaries, book 
recommendations and more.
This is a great way to add some context to your family 
history research, or just to delve deeper into the area 
where you live, work or play.
Basic computer knowledge is needed.
$15, booking required.
You will be booked in on all six sessions.

Tūranga
Wāhi Whakaako / Teaching Room, Tuakiri | 
Identity, Level 2
Thursdays from 16 May, 2–4pm
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Introduction to Family History
Join our family history librarians for a six-week 
course which will introduce you to our key research 
resources. Bring as much as you already know of 
your forebears – names, dates, places – and we’ll 
help you fill in some gaps.
Basic computer knowledge is needed.
$15, booking required.
You will be booked in on all six sessions.

Tūranga
Wāhi Whakaako / Teaching Room, Tuakiri |  
Identity, Level 2
Wednesdays from 15 May, 10am–noon

Rangahau ā Iwi – Iwi Research
Are you interested in iwi history and research? Come 
along to our iwi research events where each month we 
highlight a new iwi. Our pou kohikohinga Māori will 
be around to share insights, resources and key texts 
available in our collections.
Free, no booking required.

Tūranga
Waruwarutū / Ngā Pounamu Māori,  
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2

Ngāti Whātua
Tuesday 12 March, 5.30–6.30pm

Ngāti Kahu
Wednesday 17 April, 5.30–6.30pm

Ngāpuhi
Tuesday 14 May, 5.30–6.30pm
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Māori Land Court Drop-In  
Advisory Clinic
Do you have a Māori Land Court enquiry? Then this is 
for you!
Every second Wednesday of the month, staff from the 
Māori Land Court will be available at Tūranga to answer 
questions and provide advice on a range of topics, from 
succession applications to land Trusts.
Free, no booking required.

Tūranga
Waruwarutū / Ngā Pounamu Māori,  
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2
Second Wednesday of the month, noon–2pm

Pou Kohikohinga in Residence –  
Meet our Māori Collection Specialists 
Do you have questions about the 
Ngā Pounamu Māori Collection? 
Do you have kaupapa Māori 
research questions or need help 
looking into your whakapapa? Our 
Māori Collection specialists are 
available to answer your queries.

South Library
Tuesday 5 March, 9am–5pm
Linwood Library
Thursday 4 April, 9am–5pm
Mātuku Takotako: Sumner Centre
Friday 24 May, 9am–5pm

Spotlight on…! 
A bi-monthly stand-alone workshop series on heritage 
related topics.
Finding your Ancestor's Military Record.
An introduction to the digital and physical resources 
that can help you find service records and information 
for soldiers, nurses and other military roles. 
Sessions at Tūranga and other libraries in the network.
Free, booking required.
See website for dates and times.
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Christchurch  
Pride
15–31 March
Let your flag fly high at Christchurch City Libraries 
during a jam-packed week of programming 
celebrating our rainbow community for Christchurch 
Pride! Keep an eye on our website for details as the 
time approaches.

Show your colours
Weave your mark during Pride and Neurodiversity 
Celebration weeks. Connect and create flags, patches or 
bookmarks using a simple frame loom.

  12–18 years

Upper Riccarton Library
Tuesday 19 March, 3.30–4.30pm

Roll for Pride
Celebrate Pride Month by going on an epic adventure 
into the fun world of Dungeons & Dragons! 
This event aims to be a beginner-friendly session for 
anyone who is interested in playing the fun tabletop 
game. 
No supplies needed. Open to all – LGBTQIA+ 
members and allies are welcome!
Free, booking required.

  13+ years

Linwood Library
Friday 22 March, 3.30–5pm
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Judge a Book By Its Cover
They tell you ‘don’t judge a book by its cover’. Well, 
we take it back! Come and explore Christchurch City 
Libraries’ rainbow reads for young adults in the style 
of speed-dating. Judge the book by its cover and then 
take a deeper look – you might make a surprising 
connection with a truly amazing book.

  12–18 years

Upper Riccarton Library
Tuesday 26 March, 3.30–4.30pm

Queer Book Club
This club is for LGBTQIA+ people and their friends and 
whānau with an interest in queer literature. Each month we 
pick a theme and bring along our favourite book to share.

  16+ years

Tūranga 
Auahatanga | Creativity, Level 4
Last Monday of each month, 6pm

Create your own Pride merch
To celebrate Christchurch Pride come along and create 
your own Pride merch at various libraries.

These are free programmes to celebrate 
Christchurch Pride. Please see website for details.
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Image credit: Library, Tai Tapu, 1931, Cecil Wood architect, 
Macmillan Brown Library Collection

DRAWING
CONNECTIONS
Exploring the architecture 
of Cecil Wood.

9 March–19 May
Tūranga



Drawing Connections
A new exhibition uses the architectural drawings of 
Cecil Wood to explore the cultural and historical context 
of Ōtautahi's built environment.

Tūranga
Te Pito Huarewa / Southbase Gallery, Tuakiri | 
Identity, Level 2
9 March–19 May

Cecil Wood Themed Sketch Tour
Join us for a relaxing morning exploring the work of one 
of Christchurch’s most influential early 20th century 
architects, Cecil Wood. We’ll tour the exhibition of his 
drawings at Tūranga, then stroll down to the Public 
Trust Building to spend time chatting and sketching on 
location in one of his buildings. Don’t forget to check 
out our afternoon creative workshop where you can 
learn how to turn your sketch into a laser etching.
$5, booking required.

  14+ years

Tūranga
Meet on He Hononga | Connection, Ground Floor
Sunday 5 May, 10am–noon

Creative Workshop @ Tūranga
Learn how to transform your architectural pen and 
ink drawings into laser etchings using the creative 
equipment on offer in our Production Studio. Simply 
bring along an ink-based line drawing from the 
morning’s Cecil Wood themed Sketch Tour and we’ll 
guide you through the process of making your very 
own plywood etching to take home. You’ll also have an 
opportunity to tour the rest of the creative facilities - to 
inspire your future artistic projects.
$8, booking required.

  14+ years

Tūranga
Taupuni Waihanga / Production Studio, Auahatanga | 
Creativity, Level 4
Sunday 5 May, 2–4pm

Please see website for details of programming including 
talks and panel discussions.
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City Nature Challenge Exhibition
City Nature Challenge – What will you find?
Do you want to be a part of the 2024 global City Nature 
Challenge and not sure how? Want to find out how 
you can use the iNaturalist app to help record our 
incredible NZ species and show them to the rest of 
the world? Come along to this exhibition and read the 
stories of locals who are discovering nature here in 
Ōtautahi Christchurch, and learn how you can help... 
who knows what you might find in your own backyard!

Tūranga 
He Hononga | Connection, Ground Floor
9–30 April

Natural New Zealand Photographic 
Exhibition
Explore and enjoy our native flora and fauna.

Upper Riccarton Library
15–30 April

No. 1 Pumphouse: architectural 
drawings from the CCC Archives
Explore the history and original drawings of the 
Waterworks Pumping Station No. 1 Pumphouse which 
began operation in 1882 as part of Christchurch's early 
sewerage system.
See website for more information.

Tūranga
Tuakiri | Identity, Level 2
1–22 April

Photo: Sue Blair

26–29 April 2024
Help put Ōtautahi Christchurch’s 
biodiversity on the global map! 
Take part by recording as many 

species as possible.

Find out more by visiting

�������������������������������

Upload your photos of 
plants, animals and fungi

via iNaturalist.nz 
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26–29 April 2024
Help put Ōtautahi Christchurch’s 
biodiversity on the global map! 
Take part by recording as many 

species as possible.

Find out more by visiting

�������������������������������

Upload your photos of 
plants, animals and fungi

via iNaturalist.nz 
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iNaturalist NZ 101–  
Take on the Challenge
Need more confidence using the iNaturalist NZ – 
Mātaki Taiao app? 
Want to take part in the International City Nature 
Challenge 2024? 
Then this one-hour workshop is perfect for you. 
Entomologist | urban naturalist | bug hotelier Rob 
Cruickshank will lead you through the basics of using 
the app, making observations, and contributing to the 
International bioblitz to put Christchurch on the map!

Te Hāpua: Halswell Centre
Saturday 20 April, 9.30–10.30am (English)
Saturday 20 April, 11.30am–12.30pm (Mandarin)

Christchurch City Libraries  
Holiday Programme
Join us at selected libraries these holidays to discover 
and investigate the natural world around us!
In conjunction with Canterbury Museum.
Watch out for the Libraries Outreach Van at the City 
Nature Challenge events!
Please see christchurchcitylibraries.com for details.

13–28 April

Cafe Scientifique
Celebrate International Biodiversity Day with an 
amazing line-up of guest speakers sponsored by RSNZ. 

Foundation Café
He Hononga | Connection, Ground Level, Tūranga
Wednesday 22 May, 6–7.45pm
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Christchurch  
City Libraries 
Connecting people,  
inspiring discovery,  
enriching communities.

Call us or find out more at

christchurchcitylibraries.com

Stories come to life at the library. 
Nau mai tauti mai.


