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Sally
E ngā mana,
E ngā reo,
E ngā hau e whā
Tēnā koutou katoa
Nau mai ki tēnei hōtaka, Speak Up-Kōrerotia.
Tune in as our guests ‘speak up’, sharing their unique and powerful experiences and
opinions and may you also be inspired to speak up when the moment is right
Kia ora. This is Speak Up-Kōrerotia, ko Speak Up-Kōrerotia tēnei. Ko Sally Carlton ahau. Today’s show focusses on Aotearoa New Zealand’s fourth UPR – or Universal Periodic Review – particularly the report released by the UPR Working Group which NZ’s lists responses to the 259 recommendations provided by UN member states. 
Now, if you’re not sure exactly what a UPR is, it’s a mechanism of the Human Rights Council that calls for each United Nations Member State to undergo a peer review of its human rights records, and this takes place every four/five years. The UPR process enables each State to report on its own actions to improving human rights, and overcoming challenges to human rights. It also is accompanied by the recommendations put together by the various UN Member States which are involved in reviewing the situation. And so the idea behind the UPR process is that it enables each United Nations Member State to work towards promoting and protecting human rights. There have been various cycles of the UPR since it was introduced, and at the moment the UN Member States are currently going through the fourth UPR cycle.
We’re doing something a wee bit different for this show: we’re recording in collaboration with ACTivate, another human rights-focussed show on Plains FM. ACTivate is run under the umbrella of Amnesty International Christchurch – I was actually interviewed by the crew a few years ago! For today’s show, we worked with Catherine Butchard, who has a background in criminal law and who has volunteered with Amnesty protesting, letter writing and hosting ACTivate for several years. 
Our guest is Lisa Woods, also of Amnesty International. She’s been involved with Amnesty for the past four or so years and is currently working as the Movement Building and Advocacy Director. She’s a graduate of Law and Arts from Te Herenga Waka Victoria University. Her experience spans the public and private sectors but most of her experience has been working for NGOs and community groups. She’s particularly interested, she tells us, in transformational change and community-led development. 
So let’s jump in! We’ve recorded this kōrero in two blocks. The first one focusses on Indigenous and refugee rights, and the second on youth rights. Now, these are just three of the core groups mentioned in the UPR report; as you can imagine, with 259 recommendations, there are obviously many, many topics and groups that we could have selected by these are three of them.
In this first 20-minute block, we thought we would focus on indigenous and refugee rights. There were so many things brought up in the UPR, but this was two big groups of rights, two big groups that were mentioned. To start with, one of the things that occurred to me was to talk about the UNDRIP, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Many of the UPR recommendations related to Indigenous rights. There were recommendations to try and improve the disparity between Māori and other population groups, for example. While the government ‘supported’ some of these recommendations – particularly noting its ongoing efforts to reduce material hardship, for example in relation to the availability of adequate housing, and support the revitalisation of Te Reo – it only ‘noted’ several other recommendations. One such recommendation, which was explicitly mentioned but didn't have any particular plans to implement, was in relation to the UNDRIP. So Lisa, with your indigenous rights on now, could you talk to us about UNDRIP and why is it problematic that the government still has no plans to implement it? 

Lisa
So, the Declaration recognises the rights of Indigenous people across a number of areas, including the right to self-determination. And as an international declaration –  New Zealand has joined this, over a decade ago now – we have an obligation to implement it. It’s part of the international human rights framework and the government has a clear obligation here. So the previous Labour government had started in support of work on a plan to implement UNDRIP; however, they – in December 2020, I think it was – they halted work on that. And then what we’ve seen with this government is that they’ve said they will stop all work on it. 
And this is completely unacceptable; it's an international obligation, they need to be honouring those obligations. And taken with the wider attacks we’ve seen on Te Tiriti, it’s really disturbing. 

Sally
Yeah, perhaps we could talk about some of those other attacks on Te Tiriti. 

Lisa
Yeah. So it was interesting, you were just saying before in the UPR about how the government talked about its commitment to addressing disparities, it supported recommendations around addressing discrimination, but let’s look what’s happening in practice. And in practice, it’s painting a really different picture and we’re seeing a raft of policies attacking Te Tiriti and indigenous rights and this includes not planning to engage with tangata whenua, to abolishing the Māori Health Authority, to the Local Government Amendment Act. And today we’re about to see the Treaty Principles Bill being introduced. You know, this is just appalling. It’s just foundational. It provides a place for us all to belong, for respectful relationships, a just foundation for us to share decision making – and that's a wonderful thing. It’s just so atrocious to see policies attacking this, when actually what we should be seeing is the government strengthening that. So I really strongly urge people out there who are listening to take action. There are so many people across the country joining together to support to Te Tiriti justice. And it’s vital right now that we all take a stand and show our support. So to find out more, you can visit Together for Te Tiriti or Toitū Te Tiriti and it’ll give you some great ideas and great resources to take action. 

Sally
On our last show, we spoke with Kassie from Action Station talking about Toitū Te Tiriti. 

Lisa
Excellent, they've got some fantastic resources online with ActionStation, and they’re doing such a great job mobilising so many people, just this amazing job mobilising. And you know, I know that people have said to me every now and again, “Oh the issues seem to big, too hard” – but actually, when you look at the amazing action that people are taking, there is a huge amount of hope. There’s a huge amount of power in those social movements. So we don't have to feel helpless because there's things we can do. These social movements will make a difference and really encourage people to get involved, get out there. 

Sally
I think one thing that occurred to me when I was reading through the report, that UPR report, was exactly what you kind of touched on: the short responses to the recommendations can make it sound like things are going well but actually, if we take a step back and look at what’s actually happening, it doesn’t necessarily represent action on the ground. 

Lisa
Yeah, absolutely. And this is where processes like the UPR are really important because it's one thing to give an answer, but we need to be actually analysing what are you doing in practice? Are you actually, you know, doing what you’re saying? Are you doing it? And, are you doing it in the right way? as well. 

Sally
Yeah, exactly. I’ll pass over to Catherine now, who’s got some more questions following this kind of line of thought. 

Catherine
Yes, Lisa, I’d like to move to the justice system, and there was quite a lot in the UPR about this. The United Nations Committee Against Torture, this was last year, stated that the NZ justice system is failing human rights standards. This statement came out of a regular review process by the committee given NZ is a signatory to the Convention Against Torture. These concerns were included in the UPR, which was to be expected. The Committee Against Torture sadly called out various failings in our justice system. I wanted to ask you about a few of them, starting with the disproportionately high rates of Māori in the justice system. A lot of our listeners will be aware of the statistics, but could you just firstly cover those statistics again for us regarding Māori rates of incarceration and why the Committee Against Torture was so critical? 

Lisa
Māori are disproportionately represented, making up around 53% of the prison population, which is disproportionate. But when we look at this issue, we need to look at what’s going on behind it, which are structural issues, and the Committee certainly highlighted a couple of those in their report. 

Catherine
Okay. So you talk about the structural issues. I like how you have termed it that way. It’s much more big picture and collective as opposed to the individual. What are some of those structural issues? 

Lisa
So, you know, when we’re looking at criminal justice system – in fact, when you’re looking at almost any major human rights issue in Aotearoa – the starting place is the Crown’s failure to uphold He Whakaputanga and Te Tiriti and the absolute horrific violence and harm caused by colonisation and racism. These are all central to understanding the issues that we’re talking about. In Aotearoa, we know colonisation decimated communities, horrific use of violence, oppressive policies including in the criminal justice system with mass imprisonment, unlawful detention were used. It set up racist systems that continue to trap people. And actually, just recently, earlier this year, there was an independent report by the police which talked about structural racism, saying that Māori are at an increased likelihood of prosecution by 11% compared to New Zealand Europeans. 
So when it comes to justice, really nothing short of transformation. The system is utterly broken, it works for no-one. It’s plagued with serious human rights issues. Reoffending rates are high and, you know, you’ve even had the likes of Bill English say the system is a moral and fiscal failure. So what we need is a new approach. And I think… we were just talking a bit earlier about how sometimes that, I guess, that can feel a bit overwhelming, like it’s too hard to solve. But what’s really important to remember here actually, is that there are solutions. There are so many great works out there by so many wonderful leaders, thought leaders, looking at what the solutions are. So, for example, I really encourage people listening to look at the work of Ināia Tonu Nei, which came out of a lack of Māori voice at the Crown’s Criminal Justice Summit in 2018, and they have really informative resources explaining how we’ve got to where we’re at and what a vision is for the future and how to get there. So the solutions are there and unfortunately we need the Government to be working with Māori on this in a way that honours Te Tiriti and Māori self-determination. 

Catherine
Are there a few of these solutions that you could encapsulate for us? 

Lisa 
So one of the things that Ināia Tonu Nei talked to, for example, was a complete transformation of criminal justice. And they talked about using… They talked about concepts such as habilitation centres, which are small, community-based, led by iwi and hapū that address the underlying causes of offending. So it’s really about completely rethinking how we do justice. 

Catherine
Okay. And that sort of leads us on to a question I had, that was mentioned in the UPR, about the Waitangi Tribunal report entitled ‘Tū Mai te Rangi’. So the Committee stated that the government should give due consideration to the recommendations contained in that report, and that report actually goes back to 2017 and it was aimed at addressing the disparity in re-offending rates between Māori and non-Māori. Can you tell our listeners about the crux of that report? 

Lisa 
So the report was in response to a claim that the Crown had failed to make a long-term commitment to reduce the rates of Māori offending. And the Tribunal found a number of breaches and concluded that the Department of Corrections was not prioritising reduction in Māori offending and made a number of recommendations. I think one thing that really strikes me, as we’re just talking about this, is the context in which we are having this kōrero. We talked about a number of policies attacking Te Tiriti but we’re also seeing policies such as changes to the Sentencing Act, which will likely have a profound impact on incarceration rates. So this needs to be stopped. And again, I really encourage people to get out there and really challenge these. There’s so many options: we talked about taking action on Tiriti justice through Together for Te Tiriti and Toitū Te Tiriti. In criminal justice, go check out Amnesty's website. There’s really great organisations like Just Speak, People Against Prisons Aotearoa. There are so many people mobilising and so many ways to take action. We just really encourage people to get out there and have us challenge and help build a response to justice that’s going to work. 

Catherine 
You mentioned changes to the Sentencing Act. Do you have any detail about that? 

Lisa 
So basically, the proposal, there’s a whole lot of changes wrapped up in it. But for example, it’s capping discounts a judge can apply. This sounds a bit technical, but basically, capping a discount the judge can apply to 40% of a maximum penalty. It’s preventing repeat discounts for young people. No remorse, encouraging this use of punitive sentencing. There’s a raft of changes in there and we’ve got huge concerns for them in terms of human rights, particularly the risk of disproportionately severe penalties. So it is a bill that we really, really want to see stopped. 

Catherine 
Yes, I can understand that. Anything that really starts to limit the discretion of the sentencing judge, in my view, is something to watch out. And it certainly seems these raft of reforms are in the camp of tough on crime, tough on sentences. There’s not a lot of nuance to it and it really is opposed to a lot of this groundswell of these organisations that you're talking about that is so much more about working with iwi and really just recognising the huge array of different circumstances in the justice system. 

Lisa 
That’s right. And the thing is, we’re going to be trapped in the cycle until we see a government really invests in what’s causing offending – so really that stuff around health, mental health, people having access to the resources that they need, all of that. So that if we continue this approach, it’s just going to continually build a system that continually trips people and it’s going to be a horrendous cycle, things like the Sentencing Act are not a solution. 

Catherine 
We all know that prisons are extremely expensive, too. So we’ve been on an economic analysis which you would often think is a more National government type of analysis. It doesn’t really add up. 

Lisa 
Yeah. And when you’re thinking about our criminal justice system, you know, you think about the human rights issues that plague it, and these are serious human rights issues. You know, we’ve had the Ombudsman make findings of breaches of the Convention Against Torture. We’ve had human rights issues across many, many different things and across different prisons. And so if you think about a system that’s plagued by these very serious human rights issues, this array of things, and it’s really hard. The system is failing on everything you could think about in terms of how you judge a system. And so we need to stop tinkering around the edges here and there and try to do it completely differently. 

Catherine 
I’d like to change topic now to immigration. There is an act that was passed into law in June of this year that I feel like there wasn’t a lot of media about it; I suspect a lot of our listeners may have missed its passing, they may well have heard about it but missed its actual passing. So that’s the Immigration Mass Arrivals Amendment Act 2024. Prior to its passing, as part of the UPR, the UN's High Commissioner for Refugees – so that's the UNHCR – so many three letter acronyms…! 

Lisa 
It is a lot of acronyms. 

Catherine 
A lot of acronyms! So the UNHCR was concerned that the amendments would mean that a person who arrived in New Zealand as part of a mass arrival group could be detained until their application for a mass arrival warrant had been determined. The Committee Against Torture was also concerned about detention of asylum seekers up to 28 days without a warrant. Amnesty International, prior to the passing of the Act, was one of many organisations that called for protection of asylum seekers who may arrive in New Zealand en masse by boat. Were any of your recommendations included in the amendments? 

Lisa 
Look, we were really, really disappointed to see that the bill passed because it did, just as you say, contain very serious human rights issues. There were some changes, such as a commitment to not use prisons to detain people, but fundamentally, this bill that was, at its heart, problematic. I mean, what we saw was that the government seemed to be pushing this through because they were worried the court system couldn’t deal essentially with a larger problem of people. But in that case, the solution is to equip our border and legal systems with the resources they need to ensure all people are treated fairly and that human rights are upheld. Instead, what we saw was the government adjust the rules and essentially deprioritise human rights, which to me sends a really worrying message and sets a pretty dangerous precedent for future law changes that we have got systems that are not properly equipped to uphold human rights, their answer is to reduce human rights versus better equip systems. So we were fundamentally opposed to that bill and really disappointed and frustrated to see it pass, but also very concerned about that approach to human rights. 

Catherine 
Okay. So. What should the government do to ensure better protection of asylum seekers? And is there any hope that future amendments could provide more protection? 

Lisa 
Yeah, well, actually, we have been on a working group with Immigration and some others from civil society for a while now. So what happened, a couple of years ago, Amnesty released research into the imprisonment of people seeking asylum. So essentially here, legislation allows for people who are seeking asylum to be detained in prisons, which is completely unacceptable. These are people who experience deep harm. They trauma. They’ve come to our shores seeking a safe place to stay and instead, some of them get put in prisons. They have done nothing wrong. 
So we released a report into this and really detailed the horrific experiences from it. And from that report, the government then did its own independent report into the issue. And this was from Victoria Casey, who was a Casey who led this independent report. And out of that report came a number of recommendations in order to better uphold the rights and support people who were seeking asylum and that was really great. And what Immigration formed, which worked also really well, was a working group to oversee and follow the work that Immigration was doing to implement those recommendations and that was ongoing. But one of the things we’re yet to see but we are really continuing to push for is that legislation change to make sure that people who are seeking asylum cannot be detained in prisons. 
But there are so many things, there’s a range of so many other things that the government needs to do. Last year we produced a report with ActionStation and World Vision that was looking at the experiences of people who had come from Afghanistan and what support they had. And that was really clear there were gaps in support, for example, around housing, adequate access to mental health support, culturally appropriate services. So there is a lot there that the government needs to be doing, as well as really properly equipping that support service. So we have some amazing support services in the community, supporting refugees and people seeking asylum, and we want to make sure those organisations are properly supported. If people are really interested – and I really encourage people to find out more because this is a really big issue and it really comes down to humanity and compassion – and the Centre for Asia Pacific Refugee Studies and the Asylum Seeker Support Trust have actually done a report, research, on changes that are needed to better support people seeking asylum and refugees. So they’re really great place to go to to have a look at what are the specific changes that could be made. 

Catherine 
Excellent. That’s really interesting, you’ve touched on quite a few things there. That Victoria Casey report, I haven't heard of that. Where could we find that or is that publishable yet? 

Lisa
Yes. If you Google it, it should be publicly available. Yeah, it was really a vindication of what we had found in our research report and reiterated that people who were seeking asylum shouldn’t be detained in the criminal justice system, but also had a look at the wider system and how we can make improvements around it. But it has been really positive to be able to be on a working group and have these conversations, more nuanced conversations, with Immigration as well, and a range of people across civil society, to be part of this conversation. 

Catherine
Definitely. And I can see that historically we have intertwined the criminal justice system with immigration, asylum and refugee, and we really need to separate them out. 

Sally
Having heard from Lisa Woods discuss Indigenous and refugee rights in the current context of what’s going on, I think it’s appropriate that we have a Māori protest and human rights song, ‘Kā manu’.

SONG – ‘Kā manu’

Sally
Ko Speak Up-Kōrerotia tēnei. We’re talking about the Universal Periodic Review, the UPR, and the various recommendations that have come back from the United Nations Member States about the human rights situation in Aotearoa New Zealand in 2024. Our first block of conversation focused on Indigenous and refugee rights and now we’re going to turn a wee bit and think about rights for young people and for children.  

Catherine
Thanks for that detailed response, Lisa. I want to keep with justice in a way and go to more specifically youth justice. And this relates to a really tight, well-defined campaign that Amnesty International Aotearoa has going, and that’s about the very low age of criminal responsibility, which I don’t know if many New Zealanders really do even know how low our age is. So the Committee was firm in its assessment that the New Zealand Government must bring its youth justice system fully into line with the Convention Against Torture. And first among the recommendations to achieve this, was the call to raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility from ten years, which is stark, it’s so low. Amnesty Internation has a strong campaign on this issue, you urge the government to raise the age to at least 14 years old. Please tell our listeners about this campaign and how we can get involved. 

Lisa
Just as you say, ten years old is shockingly low, this is kids who are at primary school, and we know – the medical and psychological evidence could not be clearer, and we’ll all know, from having interacted with children – that children's brains are still developing, especially the parts around judgement and decision-making and impulse control. I mean, I’m sure people listening, everyone who’s been around children will completely understand this, it’s common. Children can’t make decisions like adults do. They can't… They don’t have the same degree of consequential thinking. And because of that, it’s not appropriate to hold them criminally responsible the way that we do for adults. To do so could do more harm. And also, the research shows that this approach is not successful in stopping reoffending. And I think what's important to note here – this is not to say that accountability isn’t important, because it absolutely is – but what we need is an approach that has accountability to address harm committed but it’s done in an appropriate way for a child and also addresses the root causes of offending. 

Catherine 
How do we line up? Sorry. You carry on. 

Lisa
We really encourage people to help us and take action on this. Check out our website, we have a petition, and if you want to know more, be involved, we really encourage people to reach out because this is one that has been raised multiple times by different United Nations bodies. The government has an obligation to make this change. We’re disappointingly yet to see it, but we’ll continue campaigning until we do. 

Catherine 
How does New Zealand line up with other countries, do you know? 

Lisa 
So the global average is around 12 years old. So it’s not the 14 year old that’s in line with international standards, but it still shows how far behind we are, you know, considering that we’re at ten years old. 

Catherine 
Okay. What about Labour? Greens? Some of the other parties. Do they have the response to this? 

Lisa 
So we've been reaching out to parties to hear their response and to hear their positions. We had run this campaign when the previous government, Labour, was in power, and we didn’t see this then, but we continue talking to all parties in the hope that they pick this up and make this change. Because it is a really profound change because what we’re trying to do is prevent young people entering a system, entering a pipeline, that can trap them for their whole life. A system that, as we talked about earlier, doesn’t work. And so if we can be supporting young people to have what they need in order to go on to peaceful lives, to not into this system, then that’s really huge. And this is what this is about. 

Sally 
Can I just jump in? 

Catherine 
Go ahead. 

Sally 
I was going to say that it seems a really interesting contrast between the age of criminal responsibility being so low and the age of voting being still at 18 and no discussion around reducing the voting age. You know, if people are responsible enough to take action – a criminal action – then are they not also responsible enough to be able to vote? 

Lisa 
Exactly. And that contradiction has been pointed out. There’s different ages. I think someone said to me once, I don't know if it’s true, I haven’t verified this – but you need to be 16 or 18 to own a pet, but then you go to prison. You’ve got to be a certain age to vote, but you can go to prison. It’s completely contradictory. You know, on the one hand we’re acknowledging that our children and young people’s brains are still developing, then we’re completely contradicting ourselves with such a low criminal responsibility in this country. 

Catherine 
It does feel very urgent, too, Lisa because, as you have outlined in our earlier discussion about the criminal justice system, transformation is required. So it’s not as if we are sending off these very young children into a very heavily rehabilitative, compassionate system; it’s blatantly not. I also liked, though, how you picked up on accountability, because I think that some people, they keep merging the two, but you can have accountability and then it’s how you respond to that. So it's splitting the two in half. You can have accountability. And just like we were talking about with the rest of the justice system and adult offenders, it’s the response to the accountability that is the interesting part that really needs to grow in a new direction. 

Lisa 
Absolutely. And accountability is really important. And it’s just, as you say, this is how we do it. So that where you see the accountability, it’s addressing the core roots of offending. 

Catherine 
And there can always still be a really good victim response within that, as well. I think some people get concerned that then there’s not going to be a strong enough victim response. But again, I think that all people's interests can be accounted for. 

Lisa 
That's right. And actually, when I was having a conversation with a group of people earlier this year and that sort of thing about the criminal justice system is, you know, having people who have experience of being harmed themselves and being victims, it wasn’t a great experience for them. They didn’t get what they needed out of the system. At every point, the system is failing in so many ways. We need a new approach that meets the needs of everyone. 

Catherine 
I want to change, Lisa, to another aspect of the criminal justice system. The Committee also noted that New Zealand should immediately end the practice of solitary confinement for children in detention. Do you know how common this practice is and if the government has made any mention of ending it? 

Lisa 
This is a huge area of concern for us. The Prison Inspectorate released a report into solitary confinement last year, and one of the most appalling findings was that they could not actually make a call on whether or not prolonged solitary confinement was happening due to issues with data collection by Corrections. And this is outrageous. Reporting and recording is a basic practice, it’s a basic protective measure, particularly when you think of a prison system where by its nature, transparency is way more difficult. 
And one of the things that I was reading as well quite recently was some comments made by Dr. Sharon Schiller, who carried out research on this topic in Aotearoa, some years ago, I think, and wrote a couple of reports. And one of the comments she was saying was that she spoke with people who would say things to her such as children who were being kept for a day or two, maybe a week, in solitary confinement, which was horrific, but also, again, she commented on poor record keeping. And then in many cases, institutions barely knew how long they were keeping children in isolation. So I’m concerned right now that we simply cannot know what human rights violations are taking place because the reporting is so dire and that’s outrageous. That’s so unacceptable. 

Catherine 
Wow. That is absolutely shocking. So what does the government say about just the reporting aspect? 

Lisa 
We have raised time and time again our concerns about reporting. We hear this issue time and time again in different parts of it. So, for example, several years ago we were trying to – particularly around the time of COVID, when there were lockdowns occurring – and we were trying to find out of people in prison were having the minimum entitlements met and if they were being impacted, how were they being impacted and to what extent. And that was really hard for us to get that information. And it turned out it was really because it was didn’t appear to be being kept securely. And so when you think about a question such are minimum entitlements being met, I think it is absolutely reasonable and absolutely expected that a prison should be able to answer that because that’s basic reporting, basic protective measures. But it was so hard to get that information. And I think that’s just really indicative that this is an issue not just over here with this issue or this issue; it’s across the system. 
And so what we want to see is both the recommendations from reports – so the Inspectorate made a number of recommendations around solitary confinement and segregation – those recommendations from those reports need to be implemented. But we actually think there needs to wider work to do to figure out what is going on with monitoring and reporting in our prison system. As I said before, particularly in a system where, by its very nature, transparency is more difficult, in those circumstances, you should be having a world class reporting and monitoring system and really have a good grasp of what human rights are being met and what aren’t. But that’s not the case here. 

Catherine 
Wow. That’s a whole other topic in itself, especially when you’re dealing with children and just the intense vulnerability and how dangerous solitary confinement actually is for humans. And it’s for an extended period of time. 

Lisa 
Absolutely. The range of psychological and physical effects can be profound. And so when we’re talking about these really important issues, it goes back to the biggest concern of not even being able to know the extent of what’s happening. It’s so deeply concerning. 

Catherine 
Did the past Ombudsman, Boshier, he would have touched on this? I mean, he was very vocal about some of... 

Lisa 
Yeah. So this issue had come up in different reports by oversight agencies. So the one thing we are really interested in is, from the government's perspective, any Corrections perspective, how far have you come in implementing those recommendations? Another thing that we find a little bit difficult as well, and something we’ve heard from others in the sector, is to really know what’s even going on. So we get those reports and there are really great and important reports from the likes of the Ombudsman, the Inspectorate, it could be as part of a United Nations review, it would be great to have more transparency about understanding how far has government, has Corrections got, in implementing those recommendations. And these are all things that we’re certainly talking to and pushing the government on. This is serious work that we know absolutely needs to happen to stop the human rights issues that are in that system. But also, you know, it’s so hard to know the extent of what’s happening if we can’t have the right information. And so part of it is just trying to get a system where we can understand what’s happening at the moment. So, so many of us out there work to try and reduce the harm but – and I’m saying this comes back to when I worked in criminal justice – it’s just that the overarching system is just broken at every way. And I always just come back to that. We need transformation. We need a different approach. Justice. 

Catherine 
Okay. Thank you very much, Lisa. Back to you, Sally. 

Sally 
Great. Well, thank you, Lisa. I guess this is kind of a question that will tie together lots of different threads from our discussion: child poverty is an issue we all know is a huge issue in New Zealand, but it was also something addressed front and centre in the UPR report. It would be great to hear from you about how child poverty relates to all these issues we’ve been talking about, not least justice and incarceration, but also what can we be looking to do moving forward? 

Lisa 
Yeah. So we’re actually doing some research at the moment with another justice campaign organisation called Just Speak into the experiences of young people who have offended previously. And there’s just so many heartbreaking stories that we’ve heard from young people about people who have just tried to get food or shelter, so they were just trying to get the essentials of life and that’s what may have led to them to stealing something or breaking into something. 
And so you know, one of the things that I think really ties both issues of justice and poverty is that these are about structural issues and we need to keep going back to the structural issues at hand. So, for example, we can try and raise these issues about good or bad decision making because they just ignores the structural issues that are marginalising, they’re exploiting, they’re limiting opportunities for families and communities. So, for example, when you have a family that every day is facing injustice through racism, through insecure employment, through low wages, high housing costs, where there’s been an underinvestment in critical services so they can’t access or have good access to services such as health or mental health, and ultimately means they’re under-resourced, over-stress, and that is going to limit their opportunities to thrive. And so we always need to be coming back to making a difference is about making a difference in these situations. In terms of improving the situation, certainly in criminal justice, as I’ve said, it really comes back to that broader transformation. And in terms of poverty, if you’re interested in finding out more, check out Fairer Futures, which is a coalition of organisations, and they've come up with a set of steps that can that they believe – and from their experience, know – will make a real difference. For example, increasing benefits, minimum wage and so forth. But, you know, when I really reflect on these big issues, you know, we really need to be working with the people most impacted to develop solutions. They know the issues. They know what will work. And it’s this expertise that I feel too often is missing from the policy process and this is where you need to be doing different in policy and including more people, distributing power and giving power back to people who have been impacted and people who are impacted by systems of oppression. They have the experience, the expertise, to know what’s going to work. 

Sally
Is there anything else, Lisa, from your perspective you'd like to add to this kōrero around youth rights? 

Lisa 
Yeah, I think the the biggest message… As we’ve talked about, so many of the big human rights issues in Aotearoa relate to colonisation. And if we can just get a just foundation for really properly upholding Te Tiriti, that’s going to create the just foundation for many other things and for achieving some of our human rights vision. So it’s just so critical that people are involved in the Tiriti justice movement. That’s really created a just foundation for us all from which massive changes can come to these big issues that we’ve talked about. But we must get that foundation right. So we’re really encouraging people to get out there and take action any way that they can. 

Sally 
Thank you very much. That’s a nice circle back to our initial conversation. Thank you to Lisa and Catherine for an excellent kōrero, it’s been really good to delve into some of the many issues raised in the UPR. If you’re interested, you can the recommendations and New Zealand’s response to them online, and in another three or four years or so, it will be time for people to feed into the next round of the UPR for New Zealand. Civil society, community groups, Te Kāhui Tika Tangata Human Rights Commission, and lots of other organisations, all feed into this process. 
As we wrap up our show for today, he tētahi waiata anō, we have another song: Ziggy Marley and the Melody Makers with ‘Justice’
.
SONG – ‘Justice’ 


