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Coming up next, conversations on human rights with Speak Up-Kōrerotia, here on Plains FM.


Sally
E ngā mana,
E ngā reo,
E ngā hau e whā
Tēnā koutou katoa
Nau mai ki tēnei hōtaka, Speak Up-Kōrerotia.
 
Tune in as our guests ‘speak up’, sharing their unique and powerful experiences and
opinions and may you also be inspired to speak up when the moment is right.


Kia ora, kō Speak up-Kōrerotia, this is Speak up-Kōrerotia. Today we're going to be reflecting on the legacy of the Dawn Raids. What were the Dawn Raids, but more importantly, I guess, for this particular show, what do they mean today? What are we still thinking about them? How are they still influencing and impacting people in their day-to-day lives? 

We've got two guests, I'm so excited to introduce you guys. It's been a long time coming, putting this show together, so it's great that we've managed to get you two together. Josiah, my friend who's been on the show many, many times before, I'm really looking forward to hearing your perspectives on this topic. It's such an important one and one that I know that you, with your youth development and community and fundraising type hat, will have lots to contribute to. Daniel Mataki Jr., really excited to have you bringing your hip-hop DJ kind of lens, which will be quite different, I suspect.

Josiah, would you mind just introducing the Dawn Raids? 


Josiah
The Dawn Raids were a period almost 50 years ago, in 1974 to 1976, where we had two governments, firstly a Labour-led government and then a National-led government, that decided to target a community who were undocumented or were overstaying. They were overstaying because New Zealand had an economic downturn at the start of the ‘70s and needed workers. But the workers had been coming long before that, since the Second World War, for jobs and filling factories and all kinds of things. 

In summary, the Dawn Raids, the biggest part of the problem was it targeted Pacific people: 86% of those targeted were Pacific people, despite one-third of them being overstayers. Americans, British, South Africans, they were the largest populations of people who were here and were well beyond what their visa or the equivalent in the day allowed them to, but they weren't the ones who experienced that.

The Dawn Raids were early morning visits to homes by immigration and police, occasionally with dogs, entering homes where people were sleeping; they went early in the morning often because the workday started really early for a lot of those industries. But the indignity that people experienced during those raids was terrible. People were taken to police cells, sometimes in very little clothing. Women had babies who needed milk and didn't get milk at the cells. Some of the worst treatment of people by police and immigration happened.

And that was just the bit at the houses. There was also a series of random checks where, if that wasn't enough, people walking down the street would be asked for passports, but passports weren't generally carried by people at that time. You didn't need passports to even travel to Australia for some parts of that time. It ended up being a real targeting in that time period and other related discrimination caused a stereotype of what it was to be Pacific in New Zealand, and that reinforced to many people who Pacific New Zealanders were. Thank you.


Sally
I'd really love to hear ko wai kōrua, who are you guys? What is your background and your passion, and what brings you to this place today? Daniel, let's start with you. 


Daniel
Kia ora. Cheers for that. Who am I? Born and raised here in Christchurch. My dad's name's Daniel Mataki as well. I always throw the ‘Junior’ in there because we both work in a similar field. He works in community as well, so it's always nice to set myself apart from him and what he does. Born and raised down here, but I do whakapapa to other places through my parents. My mum, she's actually from up on the East Coast, a place called Raukokore. Her dad's actually from the Pacific. He's Tongan and Samoan. Through my dad, I'm from Ngāti Kahungunu and Ngāti Kauwhata in a place called Te Āti Haunui-ā-Pāpārangi, which is on the Wanganui River. So I do whakapapa to many different places, but I also whakapapa to here, Ngāi Tahu, Christchurch, and that's the one that I associate mostly with because that's all I really know. Born and raised here. 

Youth worker here in Christchurch at a place called YCD. We've been doing that for the last 20 years. YCD, Youth and Cultural Development, started back in 1993. It's just been cool to be working in this space. We primarily work with young people coming through youth justice, through the court system, and then they've been caught up in a lot of stuff with Oranga Tamariki and everything else. So, yeah, just kind of supporting them through their lives and just walking alongside them on their journeys. Pretty cool.


Sally
Tēnā koe. And Josiah? Kia ora e hoa. Lovely to see you.


Josiah
Thank you for the opportunity to come back. I was born in Dunedin, and my mum met my dad, who'd come over from Samoa. He came to work, as many of our family members do, in the ‘80s. And our villages in Samoa are Lepa and Owhanga, Salesi, Satuiatua, Whangalua, some of them are on the mainland where the capital is, and then one of them is on the bigger island, which is just a ferry ride away. Yeah, we moved to Christchurch when I was six, and so grew up, spent most of my life here.

So, yeah, it's been great. I've had the opportunity to learn about what it was to be Pacific through a leadership programme I was in when I was 14, and that's kind of how we met through that, through the, yeah, community advocacy space. And then these days, alongside those who are here and others, get to sort of help communities have their voice heard and support decision-making.


Sally
This is a great introduction to both of you, thank you for sharing. How about, what's brought you to this discussion today, specifically around the Dawn Raids? 


Josiah
I invited also Danny and said, come and have a kōrero about this. 

But in terms of... Well, I guess… I didn't know about it as a young person, learned about it at uni. I had been told stuff by our elders and by community leaders around be wary of authorities. The police aren't necessarily an organisation that we, as our wider community, trust. And not really explaining why, but just often they've said, you know, in the past there's been problems. There's that. And it wasn't until I learned about that at uni, got to hear more about what happened and the impact of it, not knowing that until later, when the Polynesian Panthers put out a call for an apology at the start of 2021, when I started a letters campaign, getting friends to write letters of support in support of their call, and also so that politicians would hold the weight of our words. Then my friend Benji Timu and I, we started a petition to try and get all across parliament, all the parties to work together, to protect the apology. And so since then, kind of been involved in issues related to that and from that. 

And part of it has been that my auntie was here during the Dawn Raids period and got caught up in that, but she didn't tell me until the apology time. And so that's been another part is like, this has enabled families to talk about it. And then as a flow-on, some of the protests and response to Dawn Raids at the time was on the streets and letters to the parliament and other things, but one action taken through the courts was for the returning of Samoan citizenship, which just recently happened, but it was that the Dawn Raids were illegal against Samoans because Samoans were New Zealand citizens. And my grandma was one of the elders who recently conferred her citizenship through a law that passed last year. So I guess there's lots of different layers to it. And I didn't know about that, that grandma being born during the period that New Zealand was the administrator of Samoa and then what the impacts of that, something that happened in 1914 and it still has impacts now. So those are some of my connections to this. 


Sally
It's fascinating. And the ongoing impacts that you talked about in 1914, that's more than a hundred years ago and yet still feeling it today. Yes. And Daniel? 


Daniel
So I suppose I got asked to come along and yeah, through I think with Kophie [Su’a Hulsbosch], when she did her art piece on the Dawn Raids, she got me to sit with her and talk about pretty much the same conversation, which was quite cool. Because yeah, to be honest, similar to Josiah, didn't really know a whole heap of things that have happened. And a lot of things that had happened up north, not a lot here in Christchurch or maybe I saw the effects of it. But if I was living in Auckland, I'd say I definitely would have seen and heard a lot more. 

But like personally, we spoke about my connection to the hip hop community and things like that. And through that, I've kind of did a bit of a journey around learning about the Black Panther Party. So just learning about the civil rights movement and its effects on creating hip hop culture and on that level. So I actually came from learning about that stuff first and then learning how it's kind of inspired some people here around the Polynesian Panthers. And then I kind of got to learn.

So I almost came a little bit from a different angle, but it all pretty much connects in with people that are just from communities very similar to where I grew up. And yeah, so it kind of connects on those levels. But yeah, I have been able to meet a lot of the Polynesian Panthers through Josiah and them. It's been really cool to see the work that they do and its effects that it's had today. And hopefully bringing more awareness to, especially the younger ones coming through. At this time, it is quite a political thing happening all over, so it's important for young people to understand, you know, these things have been going on a long time. So it's cool to be able to see for them to have a voice at whatever they feel they need to put their voice into. A lot of the young people I work with are very disconnected from mainstream school, so to be able to keep them engaged and to understand a little bit of politics is always fun for me to just kind of add that part to my little kete of tools. You know, I use hip hop culture as a tool and, you know, connects to a lot of what we're talking about. So yeah, it's just cool to put a relevancy for young people.


Josiah
And you tell them about the direct connection as well, don't you? 


Daniel
Yeah, yeah, if they're ready, because some of them are just almost planting seeds just where I can, just little bits at a time because, yeah, there's so much things going on in their lives. But it's important for them to understand, or even for me to understand, some of the context of which these kids will probably get here. Yeah, so it's just cool to be able to… and even my workmates, because a lot of my workmates, my co-workers a little bit, we have a very strong Pacific makeup of our staff. And yeah, a lot of them not too aware of some of the history that will understand the, you know, the way that we can use these things as tools in a modern-day context, working with young people, especially when we've got, like, a lot of them listen to a lot of rap music. And if I can use it as a tool, I definitely will, because that's just something I have an interest in and a passion for. Yeah, I'm pretty sure it will resonate with them too.


Sally
So are there many rap or hip-hop songs about the Dawn Raids? Or it's less tangible than that? 


Daniel
Yeah, well, what I've found is even the rappers are still learning, which is cool. They're in a space of education for themselves. I feel like they've got the energy of, you know, of protest, of anger, but maybe just got to work on exactly where that's coming from. And I think they do… It's just, I suppose… that's the beauty of being an artist is you kind of just, you can kind of create art and then just do whatever inspires you at that moment. I know when they put the Polynesian Panther series together, they actually got a lot of young artists together to put music for that, and that was quite cool for me. It was something that kind of brought it into more of a modern context. But, yeah, yeah, it's just interesting to see how they interpret it, how young people interpret it nowadays. 


Sally
When you work with the young people and you introduce the idea of the Dawn Raids, how do you go about that? I guess, what's the process? 


Daniel
I feel like a lot of them, because if they were in school, they probably would be getting this education through the school system because of the work that Josiah and they had done, which is pretty cool. But because they're not at school, they're obviously missing out, so I feel it's important to try and drop what we can on them because they've still got to learn it somewhere, I suppose. 

One of the key things I've spoken about before is people that started YCD earlier on, Losa Tamati – and she's also a Luafutu as well, Losa Luafutu – she came to Christchurch back in the ‘70s with her partner at the time, Vic Tamati. And Vic, he was a Polynesian Panther himself, so I like to drop that one on a lot of young ones because, I don't know, I feel it's quite poignant. I feel like if they did a bit of research and decided to, they'd probably learn some things that they may not be aware of. But it's funny because a lot of these kids that I work with, they look up to people from Auckland, from South Auckland, but probably people that are more like the tough guys, the gang members, etc, and that's just kind of where they're at. 

But Vic Tamati, he came down and he was sweet. So when I spoke to him about the Polynesian Panthers, he spoke about being the chairman of the South Auckland chapter of the Polynesian Panthers when he was 16. So that was quite interesting to hear that and to put that in a context for young people of nowadays is quite interesting. And then just to kind of like, I'm not too sure how young people take that, but like, yeah, it's just cool to have a bit of a lineage for us at YCD of the starting point of where this organisation started and like the deep history that we can kind of tap into if we really want to. 


Sally
I'm sure it must make it more real as well, being able to point to people that they actually have a connection with.


Daniel
This is it. I mean, and even myself, I suppose, because I won't be there forever, so it's really just trying to leave some things there that people can tap into, because a lot of this information history will be lost if we don't kind of make people aware and then just kind of point it out and then leave some marks there for them to be able to tap into. So yeah, that's definitely something I'm wanting to do before I leave is to just make sure that it's something that's repeated along the line so that we don't forget key elements of what kind of got us here. Yeah, it all ties back into what we were talking about today, I feel. Yeah, it's just a cool way to add on to the rich history that we've got there.


Sally
You mentioned right at the start Kophie's art. I'd really like to hear from either of you about the mural that was created because that's another way of pulling that history into a really contemporary present. 


Josiah
Yes, Kofi's incredible. She, as I understand, got a grant from Creative New Zealand and that was part of some of the national funding that came as a part of the apology – so the government gave the apology and then they agreed to a series of things that would try and help with the education and the wider support – and that was one of them. 

Kophie talks about how sometimes it was quite hard to find somewhere to put the actual work, which she's always wondered why it was quite hard and we don't fully know. But that's just one of the questions that she asks and I think it's quite a good question about Christchurch's readiness to kind of be part of hearing that message. And I think a number of the people who work, being considered for the wall, didn't fully understand just how inspiring that piece of work is. I think they thought it was going to be quite sad – and while there is sadness in it, it talks about knowledge as power and it's beautiful colours and I think for the children and young people I've seen who walk past lots of different whakapapa to the Margaret Mahy Playground, they can look across and see a sense of Polynesia, a sense of the Pacific, a sense of what Christchurch is part of that's beyond just the Pacific Ocean literally being over there at the beach. They can see something in the physical landscape that's quite beautiful and that's what she's made and it incorporates the story of Selwyn Gamble’s auntie who was here during that time and women who helped some of the community members get through that time. And incorporates other community members who have had experiences and I guess the hard time but the joy and the hard time and the positivity our communities carry on with.

It also includes a little reference to the petition that Benji Timu and I were part of, which was very overwhelming and a big surprise. That was something that's on a wall here in the city and people messaged me about it quite a bit and it's funny, I think more people recently think about the petition because of the artwork. 


Sally
That's such a cool reflection though, isn't it, on the power of art? 


Josiah
Absolutely, yeah.

And we're also the city where Oscar Kightley came and he made a theatre show which was revived last year, Dawn Raids. Yeah, so Christchurch's art world in lots of different ways has helped the story get shared and his play and Kophie's work and the history you tell and remember… 


Sally
which is quite interesting given that the Dawn Raids weren't focused on Christchurch. It was much more of a particularly Auckland thing, but there are remnants down here.


Josiah
That's right. And some of that, there was a Broadcasting Standards Authority complaint in 2021 against the Press writer that there were no Dawn Raids in Christchurch. A complaint was taken because of a headline in the Press and the Broadcasting Standards Authority dismissed it because the evidence shows there were raids and there's a newspaper article on Kophie's artwork which has one of the headlines from the newspaper of the day. 

But the interesting thing is that there's actually quite difficult, the history of the whole Dawn Raids, if you can write such a history because it's so complex. It isn't all formulated into one place and so there's been a little bit of that, where the South Island at times as people have said, oh no, no, it didn't happen here. We've got one of the Panthers, the honorary Panther, Pauline Vaeluaga Smith, she talks about how her family were visited by immigration in Mataura down near Invercargill. So there are other examples here in the South which… that's probably what I'm super excited about, is the Northern story has had lots of coverage and is well understood but at the moment the Southern stories are being drawn out. And also the South has been… like Pauline, who made the contact on behalf of the Polynesian Panther Party Legacy Trust for an apology, is based in Riverton. So the South, we've been really involved in getting the apology and the ongoing work from it.


Sally UP TO HERE
I wonder if that says something – and this is a kind of a question for you guys, I guess – about being able to have a little bit of distance from it temporarily, as well as physically being a little bit removed, and whether that gives almost some space to be a bit more active. 


Josiah
I mean, I guess in watching you and thinking about what we do and what we do here in Christchurch and in Canterbury, we have to operate with less resources and sometimes smaller pockets. And so I think that means at times we've had to find ways that might be slightly harder or maybe it's not harder, but we work and we find it. Do you feel it's…?


Daniel
To be honest, I'm probably still finding my feet in the Pacific community. Even growing up Māori here, just learning that part of myself has been quite, yeah. And because my grandfather, he was born in Samoa and he was raised by Palangis, so he had a different experience and then that kind of passed on to myself. So a little bit disconnected around it. But I really find, like, with my workmates, with the community that I've grown to get to know, like Josiah and even with Kophie and that, we kind of created our own community of people that are, yeah... So it's been quite a cool little journey for myself.

And I suppose the other week I went to Pacific Underground, they did a bit of a celebration of their work here in Christchurch. And just to sit there and watch a lot of the pictures that they were putting up on their slideshow, really showed a rich history that I know little bits about, and I know people. But yeah, it's just cool that we've got some really talented people here, too, that are able to capture and display this. We have a young Scribe, Malo Luafutu, who was a young person that came through YCD and went on to do a lot of stuff in the music industry. I've been able to learn a little bit about his dad, his name's John Luafutu, he's a talented musician himself. He's a Polynesian Panther as well and he lives in Phillipstown.

So like through Kophie, their work has been able to have a little bit of digging and looking into the Dawn Raids and its effects here. Hopefully they can take some of the information they gathered and compile it into some kind of a book or something here because she did manage to get quite a bit of stuff. Yeah, she's quite lucky.


Josiah
We're in a moment where there's going to be more things that are being produced, like your podcast. It's quite neat. We've got lots we can share now. It's been a little while maybe where it hasn't felt like there's been lots from the South that can be shared, but now we have quite a bit because the funding's given us some opportunities to create. 


Sally 
I'm interested to hear: so Kophie and a couple of others did some interviews and then displayed that in a visual form in the mural.


Josiah
That's right. 


Sally
Do you know much about the stories that were coming out? I'm thinking now – if we're thinking specifically about impacts and legacies – and when I was thinking about this and putting together some questions, I was thinking there's probably multiple layers. There's the impacts and the legacies for those who were physically living it at the time, but then there are also those legacies that get passed down through the generations. And they'll be quite different. There'll be parallels between them, but there'll also be differences. But any thoughts you've got on the impacts of those different generations would be great. 


Josiah
One of the things that surprised me at the time, and I won't ever be surprised again, but there were some community members I got to know who don't accept the apology. And I thought that an apology was given – just from my naivety – that it would be accepted, but there are some who their grandparents and parents are no longer here, they didn't get to live to hear it. Some of the other situations around what their family have gone through haven't changed. And so that was a real surprise. That's probably the rawest impact for me.

Another thing was there was this poll done, and 60% of New Zealanders supported the apology at the time, which was quite a special thing that the community advocacy had been done enough. So there's this wider impact of the understanding of the story. And that's being used to get the return of the Samoan elder citizenship. There's still those issues around that only applied to the generation born during those dates, even though the decision meant their descendants were also... 

I mean, there's other issues like the Dawn Raid tactics that were used in 2023 in Auckland. And the lawyer raised the issue, and an independent review was done. And the government now are about to pass a law that will change visiting someone out of hours and that you might need to be... You need a warrant from a judge to do that. Some of our elders in Auckland are saying that you just shouldn't do it at all. So there's some of those policy impacts which are still being worked through. 

And then there's the artworks that have been created in the other community story work that's going on, which is bringing forward stuff. And then, like you're saying, just young people and families are talking about it or not, but they're getting more opportunities to. Yeah. So those are some of the impacts. 


Daniel
One of the interesting things I heard from a friend of mine, his dad, he experienced Dawn Raids like growing up in Auckland, and then he ended up moving his family down here to Christchurch and trying to start new. But it was interesting, my friend said his dad just refused to kind of talk about or bring that stuff up. It was possibly just so traumatising for him, he just decided he didn't want to talk about it, just kind of leave that one. So it was always a bit of an unknown for some of my friends. It was just something they just didn't touch on. So it's hard for us, I understand, but for people that went through that time, yeah, it's definitely an experience.

So I suppose hopefully we can learn some lessons where we don't go repeating some of these, because it seems like this government, or I don't know, I don't want to say this government, but just in general, when we see in America, you know, deporting these Mexican immigrants, it seems like there's this kind of feeling like they need people to blame for some things. It was kind of what was happening back in those days. They just kind of find a community that's kind of an easy target.

Hopefully we can learn lessons from the past so we don't go repeating things. And saying that, I feel like some of the stuff we see with governments and things, especially the young people that I work with, they've got no choice but to kind of… yeah, there's something happening right here, you've got to acknowledge that it's almost been, it's a sad one to have young people have to experience politics and activism, but it's usually the young ones that will engage in all of that stuff. I'm interested to see how they engage in it and what their response is to politics and how they want to do their activism. Because I know I've figured out my own visions of this, growing up, so you kind of have to figure out ways to process that stuff. 


Josiah
I love that one of yours is encouraging young people to read.


Daniel
Yeah, that's the one. It's a real simple one, but I see how it's like something that's not really very popular, especially amongst young men, young boys, especially Māori, Pacific boys. It's like, wow, none of them have an interest. None of them, yeah, so I'm just like, wow, this is it. So we kind of just chuck it on. I try to use tools to kind of like, oh, it's just a challenge to how do I build some interest in something that they're not too interested in. But if I can use hip hop music, I'll use it because they got million-dollar videos and everything else that they're pumping into the industry. I'm keen to see how I can use it. And that's a form of, for me, it's a form of protest.

But yeah, it's just a creative way to get rid of some… it's just a way to be creative and you can do it in many ways. That's what I like about protest and activism. I've learned through the Polynesian Panthers and all the others before, like you can put your spin on things and then just create something that works right now for you.


Sally 
And hip hop's quite often political, isn't it? 


Daniel
Yeah, yeah. I think it gets forgotten a lot, that part of it. I suppose once big corporations get control of things and start pumping out these crazy things, yeah, it's cool. But in some ways, I'm able to use that too, I can jump on the back of the big corporations and use what they're creating. Hopefully they don't. But yeah, I mean, it's just, it's just another tool.

But it's interesting to see like how, how powerful, like some of these communities, you know, what we come up with, from nothing, we're able to create things and then they become billion-dollar industries, but someone else understands its worth and then capitalises on that and then, you know, we always kind of lose out. But yeah, I'm keen to try and figure out how we can keep the, keep those kinds of things in our own community and keep its integrity. 


Sally
Josiah, you mentioned right at the beginning that one way that you got into this discussion was thinking about elders in the community, particularly saying beware of the police. And that mistrust of the police. 

Josiah
Yeah, definitely.


Sally
And that's definitely something that I would think of as a legacy and how that's just been so harmful for generations. 


Josiah
Absolutely. And the flow-on effects to sometimes just authority in general, I think it's affected, definitely affected, the young people that you, that you serve with. Also that their parents or their parents' parents have, for different reasons, developed distance from people who could have helped them, but also people who didn't really know how to help them or at times didn't help them because of discrimination and other reasons. And that's just deepened a wider gap, which makes it much harder for social connection and community. So we've kind of ended up where our communities have often had to support ourselves and the sub-communities and the hip-hop community has been one of the ones that's had to survive, often at odds with some of these authorities in lots of different ways. And then our Pacific communities, that's very similar. Yeah. 

But what's been quite sad, is at times the decisionmakers and authorities may not think enough about the power they have and the use of that power, when it hurts someone else, how they are more careful with it in the future. And they can move on very quickly after they've done that thing. And that was one of the reasons why we wanted all of Parliament to agree that it [Dawn Raids] was wrong, because it would be very easy for one government to agree it's a problem and the next government or a future government to try and undermine that. And thankfully, we've had two governments now that all agree that the Dawn Raids were a problem, and are on a path to trying to do that. 

I mean, I'm personally disappointed about the money that's been taken. There was some money that was agreed to be spent on the legacy and it's about $500,000, which is… yeah, when you give an apology, from my perspective, you don't take back the gift that you've given, a few years on. So I think those kinds of things make it much harder to have trust and then also to show the full meaning of the apology is intact. 


Sally
The commitment to it.


Josiah
Yeah. 


Sally
And as you guys have pointed out already, the resource that we do have, has been able to initiate a conversation. 


Josiah
Definitely. Yeah. And the biggest thing for me is that that's helped some of the community members talk about it, which has been so needed for the healing and the reset and for families, even my aunties, to tell me what she told me and just about her experience. But again, that wouldn't have happened if this [apology] hadn't happened. It sort of also let some of those people let go of thinking that they were wrong, they did something wrong, when they didn't. One of the issues with, I think, with poverty and with all these related things, is that we can easily blame someone for their choices or their life or their problems. But in this case, our country wanted help, they set up policies that got more workers to come in, and then the same authorities who let the doors be open and not enforce the laws then came down hard and then tried to blame our communities for the economic challenges. And so it's kind of, yeah…


Sally
… unfair? 


Josiah
Yeah. Yeah, it is. It is. And that's the level of accountability that needs to be held and will have to be carried forever. That's the legacy: what's the care for the people who went through that? But you can kind of blame us or blame those people who were undocumented, but it was like the system allowed them to be. So that was what the real problem was. It's easy to blame the people. And I think that sometimes we look at, well, this is the problem and we can easily blame these people, but we're not looking at the factors that are before that. And particularly for the Dawn Raids, it was the system that made the problem, not the people.


Sally
I think one thing that always makes me so grumpy when I hear it is that actually Pacific Islanders were such a small number of overstayers anyway. 

Josiah
Yeah. 86% targeted, but one third of the population who were undocumented. Yeah. And no people were Dawn Raided who were not Pacific or Māori. Māori were targeted in the checks in their own land.


Daniel
It was kind of, yeah, yeah. I thought it was an interesting time. I suppose that time, even just to see what was happening in America and things and that, we can take it all in. That's why I enjoy talking to Josiah because he's a historian. He knows a lot of these parts that I don't really research too much, but it's always a great, real good learning. 


Josiah
But for me, the thing I love is that you weave it into your practices as much as the young people you work with can understand at the moment. You're not trying to… for me, I just love history like you love history, and we're in it as much as we can, but you want them to learn about it, but you're also practical with where they're at. And that's the thing, another example of the legacy, I guess, is we have to be careful about how much we share for when's the right time. There's a lot of pain that this can open up our young people to, and we want them to remember, but not be hurt any more than what our elders had to carry. Yeah.


Sally
How about that racism element? We haven't touched on that quite so much. We've sort of touched on it, but, and then I suppose one positive, if we can kind of call it that, is a strengthening of community, which you sort of have touched on as well, but also a strengthening of ties between Pasifika and Maori communities and an even more enhanced sense of understanding between the two groups. 


Daniel
Well, I mean, for me, like growing up here in the ‘90s, racism, I suppose a different kind of version to what our ancestors would have been experiencing back in the Dawn Raid days. But for me, it was an interesting time. The skinheads and the white power of the ‘90s, it was actually a starting point for where I work at YCD, that was kind of a creation. There was an incident that had happened back in the ‘90s, where a young Māori teenager was killed by a skinhead, and that was after a long time of a lot of incidents in the streets of young people feeling unsafe. So when that happened, it kind of triggered off a whole lot of stuff. The City Council saw the need and importance for a safe space for all young people. And it kind of, it did kind of start a little bit of it. So yeah, it's cool to be able to be part of that history, even though it was kind of, you know, racism, definitely. But I think there's a positive side that we are able to kind of see when we kind of look back. This is definitely a distant memory.

I mean, there's still racism, but that was quite an in-your-face one back in the ‘90s. But yeah, it kind of created a lot of what we do at YCD. So it's kind of cool to be able to revisit it, let people know what was here and where we don't want to be, but also, like, the importance of sticking to our principles, our values, which were, yeah, they grew out of all these spaces. So yeah, it's kind of cool to be able to carry that on. So just another – I mean, not just at YCD, a lot of organisations, people here in Christchurch – it's just for me, that's just a real, this makes it a lot easier place to work when you kind of have a real core values and things like that.


Josiah
Maybe in terms of the second part, if I understand around that, that relationship between Māori and Pacific is whanaunga. I mean, we're very blessed that people like Andrew Smith, Anaru Smith, one of our Samoan elders who sort of, he was born in Wellington, his family were in Wellington, and then they came here quite early. And there, he ended up working a lot with Ngā Hau e Wha, Pages Road Marae, and there's been a lot of embrace and support between Ngāi Tahu and Ngā Hau e Wha, like just, you know, the Māori families here who have embraced and supported Pacific families as we've moved here. People like Ngāti Wheke, the hapū on Lyttelton Whakaraupō, and the stories they tell about our ancestors and the ancestors who came and ended up where they live now on the hill in Rāpaki. So I guess we're very blessed that there's those connections here. It's a very positive, special thing.

And then during the Dawn Raids time, some of those things, some of those relationships, were key solidarities to get through. And you had like in Auckland, that Auckland level around the student, Māori student movement Ngā Tamatoa and the others who were part of that who weren't students, but then you had the Polynesian Panthers and they were together, but you also had other solidarities around the country, some Māori. Yeah, so I guess it's our ancestral connection before the Treaty of Waitangi as our waka would go back and forth across the Pacific. There's, like, the carrying on of that and the day-to-day and those family, friendships and relationships and the intermarriages – or the reconnections of the whakapapa, put another way, I guess. Yeah, quite a special thing that the Dawn Raids was a time of solidarity. Yeah, Māori stood in support.

And also the Dawn Raids apology itself, Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, they hosted the apology in Auckland, and that was a huge blessing that they would do that. And the Panthers and our communities were sitting with them, the government was on the other side. And so yeah, another example of the solidarity. So that's a beautiful positive. That's a summary of some of it, but it's way more than anything I can summarise. 


Daniel
It would have been cool to be in that room because I watched it on TV. Josiah was in there. And yeah, a lot of people, a lot of colours. It just looked like a really… I don't know, like just having all those people in that room and talking about this one kaupapa and just even the government... Yeah, for me personally, just watching it was like, man, this is pretty cool, like just to see, probably we'll never see something like that in that kind of context ever again. Probably many of those elders in that room are no longer here with us, I'm guessing. 


Josiah
Some of them have passed, yeah.


Daniel
Yeah, because it's been around for a long time. So yeah, it's just cool, I suppose, that visual alone for young people to see that, yeah, it's definitely pretty eye-opening and kind of inspiring type thing. So yeah, big ups to the brother for putting all his work in to get that stuff, man, because I'm just sitting here in awe and yeah, pretty cool stuff.


Josiah
I think the thing is, we all do the bit that we can do where we are, aren't we? And that's what you do, every day. Yeah, I just did what my great-grandmother did, which was write a letter. That's as simple as it can be, really. And then we did the next bit, which was write a petition. And then that was it, really. It was our names, but actually it was the 7,366 people who signed that with us. I mean, potentially no one could have signed it, but other people did. And Te Akatoki at the University of Canterbury, the Māori Students Association, they were a huge support group for us. And many, many Te Akatoki members and alumni signed. So that was another solidarity from our tuakana that… yeah, we are so blessed.


Sally
It would be cool to hear about being in that room, now that Daniel's brought it up. 


Josiah
Wow, yeah, there's a lot. There's so much I could say, it's hard to summarise. I wrote that day and then since then, what that day was like. Yeah, probably if there's two or three things, just in the flow, one of them was that the way it was designed, that the Niuean community and the Cook Island community welcomed the government, as well as mana whenua, but they welcomed the government, Jacinda Ardern and her aupē [?] walking in and through to up to the stage. That was symbolic of New Zealand's colonies and the place Niuean and the Cook Islands have and continue to have in the realm of New Zealand. And so it was spiritually arriving from the Pacific. And then Jacinda Ardern sat and the fine mat was lifted over her.

Benji Timu and I were sitting on the right, maybe about 10 rows back, from the front, on the ground floor. And so we're watching this happen. And then Falema'i Lesa and a number of our other elders – Falema'i was the person who took the case against the government that the Dawn Raids were illegal against her as a Samoan because she was a New Zealand citizen – she and these other elders lift the fine mat off the Prime Minister. And so I can't go into too much detail about just all the elders, the four elders. And there was a soundscape which had the sounds of dogs and police cars and doors being knocked on by an artist called Anonymous.

Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei then opened and yeah, you could see some of the whaikōrero, it was like, it's not often when the government has to sit there and accept the depth of the hurt. And that was one of those moments where, I mean, because also the thing, a lot of the government ministers in that government are Māori and Pacific. So here they are holding the weight of that pain, pain that their families experienced on our behalf, while also apologising to us. Yeah, incredible. And then you had a moment later where Princess Mele of Tonga – she's now passed – and she got up and she was facing Jacinda Ardern. And that's kind of, it's very rare that our Pacific leaders are seen as equal to the New Zealand Prime Minister. At times, they kind of, you know, the way the stories get spun in the media or other things, our leaders often, their mana isn't, I don't think their mana is written in a complete way. But she says – I'm summarising – “Love you, Jacinda, but the apology would be more meaningful if the immigration issues of my people could be addressed”. And it's very, very rare that you see a Pacific leader so directly a challenge at a New Zealand Prime Minister. 

I think the whole apology is very important for every New Zealander to watch and ask about. And that's just some of the things I can say about it. The last thing was that when Reverend Atulia For spoke, it was very, very special when he got, he called all the Panthers to assemble. Panthers assemble, it was pretty amazing. They all stood up wherever they were around the auditorium and then they acknowledged Benji Timu and I for what we had led to try and have youth voice supporting them. So that was very, very, yeah… never expected that, didn't know it was going to happen. 

Daniel
Wow. 


Josiah
Yeah, that was a day we cried a lot, laughed a lot, felt, yeah, it felt like it helped.


Sally
Well, I guess that's… positive. 


Josiah
Yeah, yes, definitely. Yeah, there were protests outside. They weren't directly about the apology, but there was sort of like the wider issues that many migrant communities face and hope to see addressed. So yeah, definitely positive and also a platform for more good. Yeah.


Sally
So this is basically four years on from that. What do you think has changed, if anything? What difference has the apology actually made in people's lives, do you think? 


Josiah
Well, I think it's been really nice that I got to come to YCD a couple of weeks ago and we had a bit of a talk at the mokopuna there, the young people, about this. And so I think, again, there are more opportunities for more conversations. There's more opportunities in the education system for people to learn about this time and learn about New Zealand's Pacific relationships and the impacts of it – because the apology also wasn't just to Pacific people in New Zealand, it wasn't just to Māori who experienced the Dawn Raids, it was actually to Pacific countries and the leaders from Pacific countries were there as well. So there's at, yeah, that level, it was an international diplomatic issue because it was targeting citizens of other countries who are legally here, including New Zealand citizens. So it's sort of some of those components to be worked through. I think some of what I've already said about the healing for families and the artwork, as we've talked about.


Daniel
Yeah. I feel like there's a general, when I speak with young people, especially young people that go to school, they're a little bit more, they got to experience and learn about Dawn Raids and these issues. There's a little bit more awareness. So for me, it's like, oh, wow, it's cool because, you know, I've been pretty, I suppose, I like to read a lot and just kind of something that I've been interested in for a long time. But it's cool to see young people and to see the interests, also follow the Panthers and the work that they do in a lot of the schools. So it's just, it's good to see young people that are actually quite passionate and see that there's something that they can connect to, even though it's such a long time ago, but they've managed to, yeah, just to see the value and what the Panthers have been doing when they go and do these programs and speak. So I'm just really hopeful there's a lot of young ones that are inspired to carry on some of this, some of that mahi, because a lot of those Panthers like, yeah, they deserve to kick back and just have a bit of a retirement and let some of these young Panthers come through and lift up the work, yeah. 


Josiah
And the wonderful thing is that's what they do, eh? In their talks, they say, you know, put up your hand if you're 14 to 16, we were your age! You know, they try and make it really practical, like it's not when you're in your 20s or once you've got, you know, your successful job or whatever, if that's what the definition of when you can have a voice is, it's like, no, you can have a voice when you're at your age now. And that's a message we need more and more of.

I think it's also the bit where we as the adults have to temper and do the bits that we can do so that our children and young people can have great young lives. We don't want them to have to carry worry that's not theirs to carry. We want them to advocate, I think, and I want them to have agency, and I also want to do my bit to protect their joy, provided we're doing that as a society. I think that's the balance I'm keen to see in it. 


Sally 
So generally, I'm getting the sense that you think the apology has been great and has set the scene, perhaps, for what you'd like to see continuing.


Daniel
Definitely, yeah. 


Josiah
The apology has helped a lot. Yeah, I think that it's a platform that can never be taken away, like the court decision, like the Samoa Apology. So we'll just keep pushing the values behind it and the meaning of it. 


Sally
How about – Daniel, you touched on it before – but the news at the moment is full of particularly American news and Mexicans or different people from Latin America being deported from the United States, but I'm sure it's happening in other places around the world as well. And if we think about the situation in New Zealand where we've gone through that, we've had the apology, we've also had slipups on the way like what you talked about – 2023, that was only two years ago – and then new legislation coming in to try and protect against these sorts of things happening. It makes me think, I guess, how lucky we are in many ways that our laws have come along, but also how far we as the world have to go. 


Josiah
Yeah, definitely. Go back to how the apology happened. It was the Polynesian Panther Party Legacy Trust asked for an apology from the Ministry of Pacific Peoples and from the government. So I guess it's kind of interesting that the government itself as an entity doesn't, as far as I'm aware, think about when it should apologise, it's often the victims or those hurt who come to the government and seek an apology. And then that's like a millstone, like an anchor point, for the future? So I feel very terrible about any government in any country, in any place where the due process that they deserve because of their dignity of being human is not being followed. 

The Dawn Raids apology, thankfully, is a global example that we should never be comfortable with injustice against people who we think are different. Even though the bit's important in our context where Pacific communities were welcomed here and needed here, I think even that bit aside, it's like, everyone has a dignity. And I think the basic is, would you be comfortable with the people you love experiencing this? And I don't know anyone who would be comfortable with the people they love experiencing that. And so I think of it in any global context, that's the test.

And so even if people you think they should or shouldn't be here or should or shouldn't be there, aren't they deserving of a fair approach for them to be heard about what their experiences and what their needs are and whether they should be here or not? I'm just glad that we have an anchor and we'll keep pushing it. This cannot happen and shouldn't happen anywhere.


Sally 
Thank you, Josiah, you're about to make me cry. Anything else you guys would like to add as we wrap up? 


Daniel
I'm just, yeah, just thank you for the opportunity to talk on these things. Yeah, I did bring up America, it's probably not the greatest example because they're a little bit of a, you know, a whole other space, I suppose, than normally, but yeah, just like to tautoko what the brother here said and yeah, hopefully we can just move on a little bit more, a little bit more wiser, a little bit more supportive of each other. And yeah, it's been a really cool space to be able to share these kōrero. Thank you for creating the space.


Sally
Tēnā kōrua. Thank you very much, both of you. This has been fantastic, I've really, really enjoyed it. Josiah Tualamali’i and Daniel Mataki Jr ,thank you very much.

