
Glossary

These super handy words can be 
used to describe me and my friends!

Abdomen One of the 3 main body parts of a bug 

Arthopoda The family of critters that bugs belong to
Camouflage How a bug blends in with its 

surroundings  
Endemic Native to a place a.k.a. only found there
Entomologist Someone who studies insects 

(maybe you!)  

Thorax One of the 3 main body parts of a bug  
 

Antennae These grow on a bug’s head and help with 
smelling, tasting or hearing

Invasive Introduced to a place and harmful to 
endemic critters

Describing us helps scientists 
learn more about us 

This zine was made with 
the help of lots of different 
people and places: 

The pictures of cool critters were drawn by 
Lily Duval - you can see more in her book 
‘Critters of Aotearoa’  

The Museum and the Library 
helped make the zine too!

This book right here!

The people at Penguin 
New Zealand published it

Field Notes

GlossaryIt’s time to look closer
Getting a close look at a bug can tell you lots 

of important things about it

How many bugs can you see here with...

Mandibles 
Useful for eating 

or fighting

Wings
These come in many 
shapes and colours

A long nose
This is called a ‘rostrum’

Handy tip! Use tally marks, like this:

Kia ora 
fellow entomologist!

I am     years old.
My favourite bug is:

Welcome to your 
field guide zine. 

This zine is ready to be filled with 
insects and more but first, 

who are you?   

My name is: 

Nice to 
meet you!

Draw your portrait here

Kia ora 
fellow entomologist!

Welcome to your 
field guide zine. 

This zine is ready to be filled with 
insects and more but first, 

who are you?   

What is 
an insect?

 
Insects belong to a group called ‘insecta’ 
and have these body parts in common...   

Abdomen

Head

Thorax

Three pairs 
of legs

Not all bugs are insects. 
  

What insects can you find around you?
You don’t need lots of fancy equipment to be 

an entomologist – you only need to start 
looking for bugs! Examine the insect cases to 

find the bugs pictured here.
The first one has been started for you

Take an even closer look
On the cases, you will see some of us were caught here 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

common s�ck insect 

how many bugs on this page 
        are in that case? 

What insects can you find around you?

Turn this zine 
inside out to 

describe bugs you 
find outside

It’s all in a name
Write their common name – 
that’s the name we know them 

best by! 

common s�ck insect 



woah there! 
The insects in the gallery have already 
been caught, try heading outside 

Use this whole area to record proper 
scientific observations of insects 
you see – way to go entomologists! Make sure you capture 

my best angles!

Let’s use the stick insect 
as an example


